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I have just read a blog about repatriating after time abroad. It’s called ‘10 Things That 
Make Coming Home Feel Weird’ (http://www.thecultureblend.com/repatriating-
normally-10-things-that-make-coming-home-feel-weird/). 

I most identified with ‘feeling incompetent’, ‘feeling homesick at home’ and ‘mourning.’ As I approach the 6 month 
mark of re-entry to the UK, the overwhelming sense of being in an unfamiliar culture where everything has to be 
relearnt has diminished. But I still find things can unexpectedly take me aback until I realise I am unconsciously 
evaluating things in terms of the cultural values and norms of Japan. The article speaks helpfully about mourning.  

  ‘Clearly repatriation and death are not the same.  That said, mourning is an absolutely legitimate part of 
this transition.  It is healthy and natural. The defining characteristic of grief is that it is a 
process.  Mourning is not the same as venting.  You don’t just get it out of your system one day and then 
“poof” it’s gone.’  

The next step of my transition is this month - from being a full member of OMF to retired member. Please pray that 
amidst the ‘mourning’ I will positively embrace what God has for me in this next stage of life. There is potential for 
continuing involvement in the work of OMF in mobilising and member care as well as more involvement as a Reader 
in my home church. I still have family and many friends and prayer partners to catch up with.  

As this will be the last prayer news bulletin I will send, may I take this opportunity to say a very big thank you to all 
who have shown interest, prayed and financially supported me over the years, some of you for 4 decades, others 
since I joined OMF 32 years ago and still others, in more recent years. Regardless of the length of time we have 
known each other, every one of you has had an important part to play in my ministry but more importantly in 
furthering God’s kingdom in the world. Some have kindly asked if I will have financial needs post retirement. Be 
assured that retired members in OMF are provided with an allowance in similar ways to active members. Both OMF 
and I will be in touch with those of you who have been financial supporters in due course but please feel free to 
contact me directly if you have questions. If you would like to receive prayer news from another OMFer (whether 
working in Japan or elsewhere in East Asia), and don’t know how to go about it, please contact me or OMF UK 
headquarters direct. 

Since February, I have spoken in a great variety of different contexts and geographical locations mostly about Japan. 
These opportunities continue into late autumn both locally and further afield with visits to Exeter in September and 
Poole and Chichester in October . On October 20th I will be hosting a Japanese evening in my home church, St Philip 
and St James, Hucclecote, Gloucester along with OMF Japan appointees David and Manuela Pawson. Do put the date 
in your diary if you are local enough to join us.  

 
with love and thanks for your prayers, 

from Miriam 
 
 

OMF Japan vision:By God’s grace we want to see  
a vibrant church impacting every community in Japan 

https://omf.org/asia/japan/blog; 
https://omf.org/asia/japan/    Instagram  Facebook 
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