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I arrived ‘home’ just before Christmas and now it is nearly Easter and 2 months since I 
last wrote. In the whirlwind of life, I don’t feel I have done justice to either season 
spiritually but on other fronts I am making progress. I have chosen the following words  
to convey something of how life has been. 
  

• Unexpected – for a year or more, I had been praying about finding a flute teacher and a good choir that sings 
traditional classical music. How wonderful to find both of these in January much more quickly than I had expected.  

• Unpleasant shocks – such as the NHS in practice is as opposed to reading about its problems (6 month wait for an 
appointment with a specialist, 2 hour wait for a blood test); or being slapped with a parking ticket for overstaying 
in a retail park (I assumed it was unlimited free parking). I am fine by the way, in case you were wondering! And 
medical treatment here is free, something to be very thankful for. 

• Unfamiliar – Language for a start: ‘Have you got a Smart Meter, madam?’ ‘No idea, what is it?’ I could just about 
guess at what a Smart TV might be but a Smart motorway?? Then tackling so much that I have never had to do 
before or has changed radically in the past 4 years away can be very tiring and overwhelming. And daily making a 
myriad of decisions, some major ones like buying a new kitchen, is really scary. ‘Have I made the right thing?’ is the 
question that plagues me constantly! But a verse shared in a Bible Reading at our OMF Home Assignment workshop 
in February has stuck with me and is providing the 

• Undergirding I need. Psalm 138:3 ‘When I called, you answered me; you made me bold and stout hearted’ (one NIV 
version)’. Most of the time I feel far from being bold and stout hearted. But as I pray, ‘Lord, make me bold and stout 
hearted’, I know God is there for me, giving the renewed energy for decision making, home making, friend making and 
talk making or whatever it is.  

• Uncountable blessings –many people have visited, invited me for meals or coffee, or given advice and practical 
help in a multitude of ways. I am grateful for gifts of bedspreads, curtains, rug, TV, sofa etc. that have meant I do 
not have to search for everything all at once.  Each workshop and retreat I attended was also enormously helpful 
in the internal processing necessary in this season of transition.  

  
So what now? With OMF debriefs and ministry review behind me, I can concentrate on continuing to make my flat home. 
This is obviously a long-term project but I now have bookcases and a desk and look forward to unpacking and sorting the 
remaining boxes from Japan. The second main focus of my time from now on needs to be preparation for various speaking 
engagements. Thank you for praying for the 5 presentations I have given so far. All went well but I now have a number of 
different types of meeting coming up – OMF prayer meetings, ladies’ groups, church services, lunches, college lecture etc. 
So far I have bookings through October – too many to mention in detail but in April my further afield travels are to Kent and 
Dorset. The latter is to something called ‘One World Forum’ a group of people interested in hearing about different world 
religions, a mostly Christian group, I think, but a bit of an unknown quantity. In May (17th) comes another challenge with the 
opportunity to do a lecture at Oakhill Theological College. My brief is to speak about contexualizing the gospel in the 
Japanese context. As I have nephews and nieces in the London area it is also a chance to catch up with family.   
 
Many people are unsure of what my status with OMF is now. To clarify, I am on Home Assignment till mid June when I 
become a retired member of OMF. At that point, I will stop sending prayer letters. However, as a retired member of 
OMF, I hope to continue to serve the mission in a volunteer capacity if so led. Lots of lovely opportunities await me in 
the local church too but advice is to take a year before committing to many regular responsibilities.  

with love and thanks for your prayers,  
from Miriam 

 
OMF Japan vision:  
By God’s grace we want to see a vibrant church impacting every community in Japan 
 https://omf.org/asia/japan/blog; https://omf.org/asia/japan/    Instagram  Facebook 
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