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The OMF Japan team is mourning the loss of our Field Director, friend and colleague 
David Ferguson in Chiba, Japan on April 25th at the age of 52. Do pray for his wife Lorna 
and their 4 sons. I was able to watch most of the Japanese funeral service online and was 
overwhelmed by the sight of crowds of Japanese teenage boys (different reports say between 60-100).  
These schoolmates of Alistair (17) and Calum (13) heard, no doubt for the first time, a clear gospel message and witness 
to our joy and hope in the resurrection as David had desired. Pray these Japanese lads will never forget what they 
heard and saw and that many will be eternally impacted by it.  
 
David’s home call affects us professionally too. Pray with us for the process of choosing a new Field Director, and other 
leadership changes that will need to take place as a result. We are a large field of around 130 adults but many are 
‘young’ in terms of language and culture learning, and church planting/Japanese ministry experience.  
 
My mention of planning a thanksgiving/farewell ceremony in July has caused some to ask when I am due to leave 
Japan. My unexpected trip to UK in February and family visits in May and October are likely to cause some revision to 
original plans but it is likely I will be back in the UK by the end of this year.  
  
Unique opportunities for ministry continue to come my way. Recently I had a 3-way skype meeting with 2 Japanese 
living respectively in Switzerland and Shanghai! I am invited to the Sapporo wedding of Tohru (Shanghai) in June. He 
and his elder sister Fumi (Switzerland) had the idea of having a surprise ceremony for their parents following Tohru’s 
wedding. Mr and Mrs Jomen, their Mum and Dad who are good friends of mine, never had a wedding celebration 
themselves. Tohru and Fumi have asked me ‘officiate’ at what is likely to end up as a thanksgiving and blessing for some 
40 years of marriage. None of the family (parents or 4 children and their families) are Christians but they want a 
Christian ceremony because ‘all our parents’ closest friends are Christians’ said Fumi! Pray I may come up with suitable 
content that will speak to those present of God’s love.  
 
Dates 

• May 11-25th First visit to Japan of my eldest brother and sister-in-law, Lionel and Inge, both 74. Lionel has just 
been diagnosed with Parkinsons. We will spend the first 8 days in Hokkaido, then travel to Kyoto for 5 nights 
before taking the bullet train to Tokyo for their return home to Kincardineshire, ScotlandJune  

• Preaching: May 21st giving a testimony in a church in Kyoto; May 28th and June 25th at Hokuei church.  

• June 16th Lifeline evangelistic outreach in a downtown Sapporo concert hall. This year the guest musician is a 
professional shamisen (traditional Japanese stringed instrument) player popular with young people. Pray for 
his performance with testimony and the evangelistic message.  

• June 23rd Tohru’s wedding and blessing/thanksgiving for the married life of his parents.  
Pray: 

1. I have challenged Mrs KM to write out her testimony and speak to her husband about baptism with a view to 
possible baptism in July. Pray on for Mrs Tsujita (81) in Noah Garden; for the Yamaguchi twins (physical, 
emotional and spiritual health and courage to be baptised); for young Mrs SY studying with Kesia Pain and a 
number of others with Pastor and Mrs Matsumoto. 

2. For the afternoon ‘celebration of 30 years in Hokkaido’ on Sun 23rd July. Invites are 
ready to go out this month.  

3. For the 200 by 2020 OMF Japan prayer vision. Ask the Lord to give us the 150 full-
time workers and 50 Friends and 6 month+ short-termers we seek, and the strength 
and resources to support and equip them. 

With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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