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Sunday 12th March 8am. I was busy going reviewing material for the sermon and 2 Bible 
studies I was to deliver later that morning when the phone rang. It was Mrs Kazuko 
Nakano (61) to say she was not well enough to make it to church that Sunday. I prayed with 
her and promised to phone when I got home from the church AGM in the afternoon. At 4:30 there was not response 
so I was not surprised to get a return call a couple of hours later. The content however, was a great shock. It was her 
husband to say that Kazuko had died suddenly from a fit. I was so thankful that I had prayed with her that morning, 
that the week before in our Bible study she had asked about heaven and we had read together the first few verses of 
Revelation 21. I then had the amazing privilege of reading these verses and sharing memories of Kazuko and something 

of her journey to faith with 50-60 black suited 
mourners 2 nights later at the funeral wake. 3 church 
ladies joined me in singing her favourite hymn. Mr 
Nakano is not a Christian – he admits to having all 
sorts of queries about religion – and it was not a 
Christian funeral but he said ‘I think this is the funeral 
she would have wanted – hymns playing and you 
speaking.’ After the wake, the funeral director 
apologised to me for the mixture of Buddhism and 
Christianity! But I was just so grateful for the 
opportunity to speak and for the sense of God’s grace 
carrying me through. The next day I attended the 
actual funeral – just 10 people around the coffin and 
many tears. Especially poignant for me with the death 
of my brother Murray just the week before – I was 

grieving, I think as much for him as for Kazuko. But in her case, with the confidence that, although she had not made 
a public confession of faith, she was now cradled in the arms of Jesus as she had died in the arms of her husband.  
Dates: 

• April 22nd PR on behalf of the Gospel Broadcast at a Baptist denomination’s conference. Preaching: April 23rd 
and May 28th at Hokuei church; May 21st in a church in Kyoto 

• May 11-25th First visit to Japan of my eldest brother and sister-in-law, Lionel and Inge.  
Pray: 

1. OMF Japan Field Director David Ferguson in hospital in Chiba, Japan, whose cancer has rapidly spread and is 
likely nearing his heavenly home. For his family – Lorna, our Personnel Director and their 4 sons. 

2. Pray on for Mrs KM to tell her husband she wants to be baptised; for Mrs Tsujita (81) in Noah Garden; for the 
Yamaguchi twins (physical, emotional and spiritual health and courage to be baptised); for young Mrs SY 
studying with Kesia Pain (with backup from me); for 5 young people and 2 older men studying with pastor 
Matsumoto; 2 students and one older lady with the pastor’s wife, Hanna; and 1 middled aged man with OMFer 
Chris Pain.  

3. For an afternoon celebration on Sun 23rd July- a fun programme with some brief but challenging evangelistic 
input for the many acquaintances from different contexts that I have got to know over the past 30 years in 
Sapporo. Pray for preparing invites and programme planning.  

4. New Mums and toddlers group first Wed of the month. Sadly no non-Christians 
attended the first meeting in April,  just 2 church mums and one missionary mum 

5. For the 200 by 2020 OMF Japan prayer vision. Ask the Lord to give us the 150 full-time 
workers and 50 Friends and 6 month+ short-termers we seek, and the strength and 
resources to support and equip them. 

With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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