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Six years have passed since the catastrophe which changed people‘s lives completely. 
During these years many volunteers have come to be part of the ministry to help 
rebuild the lives of hurting men, women and children. It is a joy to see Christians come 
from all over the place to help. 

  
Volunteers from abroad 

 
Every year Hong Kong churches send teams a couple of times   
for about a week. Even though most don’t speak Japanese, 
they speak the language of love. And that counts! Right now 
there are two young women, one from Hong Kong and one 
from America working with the staff and a young man will come 
from April for a couple of months. Because Ippo Ippo Iwate is short staffed right now, these people are 
an answer to prayer and a tremendous encouragement. Pray for them as they settle in and find their 
niche. May they learn the lessons God wants to teach them during their time of assignment. It amazes 
us that Hong Kong churches after 6 years still are praying, giving generously and sending young people 
for short term mission.    

 
Volunteers from within Japan 

 
It is just amazing what kind of volunteers God sends! Even though 6 years have passed there is still a 
steady flow of volunteers coming. Volunteers from within Japan come in groups or as individuals for a 
special purpose. Regular teams come from Nagoya, greater Tokyo area, Northern Japan and Hokkaido. 
People with all sorts of gifts and skills can be used in all sorts of ways. Some things just need to be 
done but the staff doesn’t have time.  Some of the mundane things are:  fixing things, clearing the 
shed, doing general upkeep of the houses in Kamaishi and Yamada. Lots of hands are needed to take 
care of what God has provided.  

  
Since the move to the new location, two men from Hokkaido 
made a signboard just outside the café. As people pass by 
going into town, many read what’s going on in the café and 
church. Because of that people have come to events.  

    
One voluntary team from Hokkaido just wants the premises to 
look nice. A couple of times every year they come especially to 
do the garden in Kamaishi and flower beds and planters in 
Yamada. Last fall they put in lots of tulip bulbs. 

Ippo Ippo Iwate 

A ministry bringing practical and emotional support along with the good news of Jesus 
to lives devastated by the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami of March 11th 2011. 

 
 

 



After a long winter how nice it will look in the spring! They come again in May to do the weeding, 
putting in seasonal plants and do many other things. 
 
It is a bonus for the staff – especially for the men – if volunteers make 
meals so that they don’t need to rush home to do their own cooking 
after a long day at the café. Fellowship at meal times is of great value, 
finding out what is going on behind the scenes and what staff members 
are concerned about. It is also a tangible expression of love and concern 
for the staff working in difficult circumstances.  

   

    Supporting the staff is a very important ministry.  

 

     Volunteers from the local community  
 
As you have read in former letters there are volunteers from the 
local community as well.  Mr. Rentaro Satoh continues teaching calligraphy classes once a week.  

Mrs. Atsuko Watanabe, member of Sanriku Nozomi Church, continues 
once a month with her craft classes, making beautiful accessories. She 
is now not only teaching her skills in Yamada but in Kamaishi as well. It 
is still popular with the local ladies and well attended. These ladies 
listen to a 15 minute message each time. Pray for open and 
responsive hearts. 
 

Since staff member Mrs. Akaishi has moved on in January, the English classes she taught twice a 
month have been taken over by Mr. Koyama. He and his wife were sent from their American home 
church to do missionary work in Iwate with the 3.11 Network. He is a physiotherapist by profession 
and offers his skills to people in the café as well. Some were greatly helped by him as medical care in 
Yamada leaves much to be desired.  
 
Send International missionaries, Mr. & Mrs. Lee, from Hong 
Kong are working with Sanriku Nozomi (Hope) church and Ippo 
Ippo Iwate. For the first time last fall, Doris Lee taught 
Cantonese classes and Chinese culture in Kamaishi. Some ladies 
from the neighborhood attended. The team in Kamaishi is 
trying to make inroads into society so that people eventually 
might come to Sanriku Nozomi Church and be saved. Besides a 
few Christians nobody has come for Sunday morning worship 
yet. How we long to have the first person seek after the truth!  
 
Volunteers with all sorts of gifts are still much needed not only for the running of the two places but 
above all to be prayerfully involved with people in the café or activities in the community centers. It is 
of course for the purpose of building God’s church, a community of God’s people.  Pray that God will 
send the right workers at the right time to accomplish HIS purpose through them. Many volunteers go 
home tired and wiped out because of the many different stresses they’ve experienced but they have 
received manifold blessings at the same time. 
 
You readers, too, are part of God’s work here with praying and supporting the Ippo Ippo Iwate work. 
May God use you also in the corner of your world for HIS glory. 
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