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March 2017   
101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 

E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 
 
The past month has passed in somewhat of a whirl. Thank you for your prayers. I had a good 
journey back to Japan on February 15th although it was very hard to say goodbye to Murray. 
He went into hospital in Dorchester on 9th Feb then moved to a hospice on 20th. Please do continue 
to pray for his salvation and for the family.  
 
Life is very full back in Sapporo. There are 2 very challenging 
situations for Pastor Matsumoto in Hokuei and neighbouring 
Wakaba church. I rejoice in many opportunities to teach the Bible. 
It is great to see new Christians growing like Mrs GF and Mrs 
Tamami Watanabe (L) in the photo. But other contacts be draining 
at times. The snow is gradually melting and along with the longing 
for spring is the greater longing for stubborn hearts to be melted 
by God’s love.   
 

Dates: 
 March 10th : OMF Hokkaido Sector Leadership Team 

meeting 9:30am to 4pm. This meeting brings to an end my 
official involvement with mission leadership in Hokkaido but it is likely I will still continue for a few months to meet 
regularly with one missionary colleague I am currently responsible for pastorally.   

 Preaching: March 12th Hokuei church; March 26th Wakaba church.  The pastor at Wakaba had to leave suddenly at 
the beginning of the year and Pastor Matsumoto has become the advisor pastor. It is a hard time for Wakaba, a 
much smaller church of about 30. Pray they may pull together in the unexpected situation they find themselves in 
and prayerfully work towards calling a new minister in spring 2018. Having spent 17 years in Wakaba myself, it is a 
church very much on my heart.  

 March 23rd : Day OMF Hokkaido Members Meeting 

 March 28th : Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast Ministry Board meeting (my final) 

 April 5th : Young Mums in Hokuei church are starting a mums and toddlers group once a month on Wednesdays from 
April.  Some non-Christians are expected to attend. I am to give a 10 minute talk to the Mums at the first meeting 
on April 5th. Pray for preparation.  

 Sat 15th July: still 4 months away but I am already planning a hopefully fun farewell with some brief but challenging 
evangelistic input to which I can invite the many acquaintances from different contexts that I have got to know over 
the past 30 years. Pray that I and my helpers will come up with a fun and memorable programme.    

 

People: 
 Pray on for Mrs KM to tell her husband she wants to be baptised; for Mrs Tsujita (81) in Noah Garden; for Mrs 

Kazuko Nakano (see Feb letter); for 5 young people and 2 older men studying with pastor Matsumoto; 2 
students and one older lady with the pastor’s wife; and 1 other young man about to start study with OMFer 
Chris Pain. I don’t remember ever being in a situation before where church staff have the opportunity to follow 
up with so many interested people. The potential harvest is huge!  

 The young Mum (Mrs SY) who came to church for the first time at Christmas has massive problems in her 
personal life but has started Bible study on a Wednesday with fellow OMF Kesia Pain and myself. ‘If God created 
us and wants to interact with and bless us, what do you think should be our response to Him?’ was the question at 
the end of our 2nd Bible study (on Genesis 1). She said immediately, ‘I don’t know about anyone else but I want to 
get close to God!’  We then read the promise of James 4: 8 - ‘Come near to God and He will come near to you.’ 
Immediately she picked up her pen and underlined these words. Pray the Lord may indeed draw this young woman 
into intimate fellowship with Himself.  

With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam
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