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May I wish you all a very Happy New Year and trust that we may each, whatever comes our 
way, be growing more like Jesus in 2017. Thank you so much for your support and prayers in 2016.  
 

Christmas in Hokuei church was a very joyful occasion with many newcomers or 
occasional visitors attending special events. The highlight, of course, was 

Christmas Day, with the baptisms of Mrs GF and Mrs Ayuko Seino. Sadly, Mr 
GF didn’t come but 3 non-Christian friends did. Mrs GF experienced a 
severe trial (not a faith issue) the 
 week before her baptism.  
She was not up to 
sharing on the 

phone but texted 
late on 22nd Dec.to 

ask for prayer. 
Without knowing any  

 
details I prayed on and off through the morning of 23rd and was very 
relieved to hear in the early afternoon that she had coped with a 
difficult situation and experienced God’s enabling through prayer. Later 
she told me she had really wondered if she would be able to go through with 
baptism. The situation is ongoing and not at all pleasant. Please do pray for 
resolution and healing of relationships. We are in a spiritual battle. 
 
A young Mum, Mrs SY, turned up on Christmas Eve and again on Christmas Day.  
I sat with her both occasions and discovered she had never been to church before 
and had found us on the internet. She had never heard of baptism, seems to have zero knowledge of Christianity but is 
amazingly open and wanting to come to anything that is going on in church! I apologised for the length of the 2 and a quarter 
hour service on 25th. ‘Don’t worry, the usual Sunday services are not as long as this!’ I said. ‘I really enjoyed it!’ was the reply. 
She has a one year old and a three year old but apparently has someone to leave them with. We know little about this young 
Mum as yet but it would be good to pray for her and for good follow up.  
  

For your prayers: 
1. Pray the 3 ladies baptised in 2016 will continue to grow. For OMFer Chris Pain at Hokuei church who is trying to get to 

know Mr GF outside the church context. For Mrs KM who has yet to talk to her husband and parents about baptism. For 
the Yamaguchi twins- I have not seen them since September although we communicate by text. Mayuko is physically 
much better but a severe winter means they are reluctant to go out at all.  

2. On my last visit to bedridden Mrs Tsujita (80), I asked if she would like to ask Jesus into her heart. Her reply was 
disappointing. ‘I think Jesus and Buddha are the same. My family were not particularly believing Buddhists but Buddhism 
is my culture.’ She went on to say, ‘Please bring Japanese church members with you next time so that I can hear why 
they decided to become Christians.’ I have asked different people to go with me on Jan 10th and 17th – it serves a triple 
purpose as it is good training for Christians who are nervous about witness and also helps links my contacts to Japanese 
who can hopefully continue follow up after I have left Japan. 

3. I haven’t space to listing most events this month but perhaps you could pray for me as I preach on 29th January at a small 
church in Kutchan about 3 hours from Sapporo in the mountains on behalf of the Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast Ministry. 
And for a personal retreat day on 25th Jan. when I hope to focus on priorities for my remaining months in Sapporo.  

  

 

Mrs Seino's baptism 

Concluding Christmas Day 

service with the Hallelujah 

chorus is always a great thrill 
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