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Prayer News Bulletin from Miriam Davis   

November 2016   
101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 

E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 
 
Intimacy with God 
The concept of intimacy with God is very alien to most Japanese. The religious culture has 
myriads of vaguely defined gods which are in no way personal or relational. Mrs KM (40s) said 
recently ‘I used to think of ‘god’ as ‘air’ or something vague in the air.’ She went on, ‘I still can’t imagine having a close 
relationship to God like you have. I can’t yet get my head around the idea of prayer being a conversation. But I do want to 
be baptised!’ How exciting to hear those words!  She needs to share this with her husband (who is quite happy for her and 
13 year-old son, Kento, to attend church but might not be so happy with the idea of baptism) and her parents who live 
nearby.  
 
‘Yes’ to baptism! 
You may remember Mr Seino (‘Say No’) and how we prayed for him to say ‘yes’ to baptism. What joy when he was baptised 
4 years ago at Christmas. You have also prayed for his wife, Mrs Ayuko Seino (70), especially when we did introductory Bible 
study together for 6 months last year on a weekday. In July I suggested she might like to be baptised with Tamami Watanabe 
in September. ‘I’m not good enough, I don’t know enough’ was her reply. With another pending baptism on Christmas Day, 
I decided to keep quiet this time. However, someone else made the suggestion and her reply was apparently ‘next year 
perhaps’. So I was amazed on November 13th when after morning service, she came up and said, ‘I want to be baptised at 
Christmas’.  I sat down with her for a couple of hours on Wednesday and although there are many things she clearly doesn’t 
understand, I was thrilled to sense a great change in attitude since a year ago.  Clearly the Holy Spirit is at work. Please pray 
as I help her to write her testimony and continue to meet with her on a regular basis.   
 
Do you remember 80 year-old Mrs Tsujita in Noah Garden, an old people’s home. For 4 months we had no idea if she was in 
hospital or even still alive so I was thrilled to hear in October that she was back in her room. She is no longer able to take 
food through the mouth and is confined to bed most of the time. But her mind is as sharp as ever and she loves to have me 
sing, pray and share something from the Bible with her. After I sang ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ to her recently, she said 
‘I’m wondering what it means to be Jesus’ friend’ and went on to give me examples that showed she was beginning to 
understand something of the concept. Do pray this precious lady into the Kingdom and ask for wisdom for me. 
 

For your prayers: 
1. I will be speaking at Wakaba church’s Ladies Christmas on Sat Dec 3rd 12-3pm. And preaching at Hokuei on Dec 11th.  
2. Baptisms: Praise God for the miracles in the lives of Mrs GF and Mrs Ayuko Seino (Say No). Pray for their preparation 

for baptism on Christmas Day. Mrs GF (41) is very nervous. Pray that her husband will come to church for the first 
time.  Pray Mrs KM’s family will give permission and she can be baptised too in the near future. One of the 
Yamaguchi twins has been quite ill for a number of weeks so baptism for them is unlikely just yet. 

3. Christmas outreach 
Dec 7th  Hokuei ladies evangelistic concert 
Dec 11th  Hokuei Family Christmas pm with music and evangelistic talk 
Dec 18th  Hokuei Kids outreach 
Dec 21st Christmas for my English circle friends at my flat. This will be our last meeting. Pray for fruit from seeds 
sown over the past 3 years with this group of over 60’s.  Most have bought tickets for the concert on Dec 7th. 
Dec 24th  Christmas Eve service 
Dec 25th Christmas service with baptisms  
In the coming days we will be distributing leaflets around the neighbourhood. Last year, Mrs Kazuko Nakano got in 
touch after reading this leaflet and I am regularly studying the Bible with her as a result.  

4. For David Ferguson, OMF Japan Field Director in hospital for ongoing treatment for 2 rare blood cancers. The 
treatment so far has not had quite the hoped for effect  

5. For our OMF Japan Field Prayer Goal: the 200 by 2020 prayer vision. Pray the Lord will give us 150 full-time 
workers and 50 Friends and 6 month+ short-termers, and the strength and resources to support and equip them. 
Currently we have around 120 long term workers but 20 are due to retire in the next 5 years. 
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