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Re-Vision! 
 

This was the theme of the 6th Japan Congress on Evangelism held recently in Kobe. Chris Wright (Langham Partnership, 
Lausanne) with an excellent interpreter spoke powerfully 4 times into the Japan church situation – particularly the 
sense of powerlessness that comes with tiny churches failing to impact an increasingly disintegrating society. The 
Japanese church is also highly fragmented with 140 denominations (more the fault of missionaries than of Japanese!?) 
so Chris also brought a strong Biblical challenge to evangelicals to pull together for the sake of the gospel across 
denominational boundaries. Pray the 2,000 participants now back ministering in their churches may continue to take 

what they heard to heart and to implement it. A 
number of working groups country wide will 
continue to research different topics for 7 years till 
the next Congress as they have done for the past 7. 
Pray all may be for the furtherance of the Kingdom 
in Japan. 
 
As many of you know, I ended up in hospital for 2 
nights on September 16th after feeling unwell and 
driving my car into my garage door. Although in 

God’s graciousness it turned out not to be the stroke 
I and others imagined at the time, I seriously wondered if I 
should go to Kobe as planned on 27th as I was still emotionally 

drained and having some difficulty concentrating.  However, it turned out to be just the right thing to take my mind 
off myself. It was indeed 4 days of re-visioning for me, as well, I trust as for many Japanese. I was deeply challenged by 
the Bible messages, seminars and discussions and enjoyed meeting old and new friends. I stayed over some extra days 
to rest and on Sunday 2nd October visited the Anglican church I worked in 40 years ago when I first came to Japan. The 
place was unrecognizable but one 80-year old lady remembered me and gave me a great welcome. A visit that helps 
to bring closure to another part of my life in Japan as I look towards retirement at the end of next year.  
 

Accident  
 
Thank you so much for all the prayers and messages I received following my e mail prayer request of September 24th. 
Please forgive me if I do not respond to each of you individually, and be assured that I am fully recovered with no signs 
of anything wrong. I am still processing what has happened but am so very grateful to God be alive and well and for all 
the love and care I have experienced from so many people not least from my Japanese church family. Pastor Matsumoto 
and his wife were off to Tokyo to speak 3 times at a church retreat the day after I landed in hospital. But the first thing 
I was aware of in hospital before I even knew where I was or what had happened was Pastor Matsumoto laying his 
hand on me and praying for me. I couldn’t respond but had such a strong sense of the warmth of God’s love. It was a 
flying visit at, I discovered later, 7am in the morning before they left for the airport but such an encouragement.  Hanna 
told me she had even considered not going as my life was more important than the retreat! My accident along with 
the recent sudden death of a young disabled lad in our congregation has clearly caused some of those on the fringe to 
think seriously. 2 middle aged men, Mr M and Mr O (husband of our full time office worker) have both been attending 
Sunday services for some years without signs of moving forward. Now Mr O is on the point of starting individual Bible 
study with Pastor Matsumoto and we pray Mr M will join too.  

My small group at JCE6 
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Miss Tamami Watanabe’s baptism 
Praise for a joyful if tearful baptism (on Tamami’s part) on 
September 25th. Pray for post baptism studies starting on 
Sunday 16th October. She has been living with her mother 
for a while now but needs to move out.   
 
A number of my contacts were at the baptism. Pray on for 
more baptisms at Christmas, particularly the Yamaguchi 
twins and for the Spirit’s guidance in each Bible study.  

  
 

For your prayers 
Oct 16th  Preach Hokuei (the sermon I should have preached on 18th September!) 
 
Oct 21st   Hokkaido Sector Leadership Team brief skype meeting 
 
Oct 23rd Young man preaching with a view to being the future pastor of Hokuei church (spring 2018 on). The 

church will make a decision at an extra AGM on November 20th. Please pray for the whole church to be 
unified in a sense of whether he is the right man for the job or not. 

   
Oct 27th   I will be leading an OMF missionaries’ prayer meeting focusing on the Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast 

Ministry. The aim is particularly to inspire someone, preferably a young, preferably male OMFer with  a 
vision to replace me on the board by spring next year 

 
Nov 4th   Hokkaido Sector Leadership Team meeting (day meeting in person) 
 
Nov 11th   Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast Board Meeting 
 

 One of the outcomes of the EU Referendum has been that UK Sterling has weakened and therefore it costs more 
UK£s for me/us to serve overseas. Please pray for the Lord’s provision for those supported from the UK. The effects 
of adverse exchange rates are not a new issue for OMF, and as has been the case in the past, we can trust the Lord 
will provide again in these circumstances.’ 

 
 

With love and thanks for your prayers,  
 

from Miriam 
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