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It was Tuesday morning, August 9th. I sat in the surgery waiting room for over 50 minutes to 
see the doctor for 3 but, instead of keeping my nose in my Kindle as usual, I found myself, along 
with my fellow (mostly elderly) patients, glued to the large TV screen 

dominating the wall in front of us. It was showing highlights of Japanese athletes 
at the Rio Olympics in table tennis and gymnastics. It was fascinating to see 

usually reserved Japanese clap their hands and ooh and aah at each success and 
sense how such an event removes barriers between strangers. The programme 
then changed to live broadcasting of a more sobering nature – a ceremony to 
commemorate the 71st anniversary of the atomic bomb drop on Nagasaki. I was 

even more glued to the screen as I ‘revisited’ many of the sites my cousins and I 
had explored back in May. These 2 contrasting programmes represented 

respectively the things that unite (sport) and things that divide (war).  
 
Sport, specifically mountain trail running, is what brought me, through Mrs GF, into contact with Mrs KI and Mrs CN. She 
invited them to join our ‘Friday at 2’ Bible studies at her home and introduced them to me as her ‘mountain friends!’ I asked 
GF how she came to invite KI to the Friday study. ‘At first, Mrs KI and her husband seemed like people could only look up to 
from a distance. Mr has been trail running all over Europe. But I became Facebook friends with KI. On my Facebook page I 
sometimes mention things I am learning about the Bible. She responded by messaging me with her own comments and 
thoughts about the Bible so I decided to invite her.’  
 
KI was really tense when we first met but is much more relaxed now. A less busy schedule in late July gave me the opportunity 
to spend some time with her and get to know her better. She was very pleased to accept a spare New Testament and told 
me her husband is also interested in what we discuss on Friday afternoons. She is fairly recently married at the age of 40 to 
a husband 15 years older and a clinical psychologist working at Hokkaido University. ‘We have more to talk about as a result 
of your studies! I would love to come to church with him when you have a special event.’ I had no idea of KI’s level of spiritual 
interest let alone of the possibility of her husband being potentially interested too so this was a great encouragement. 
Weekends they are off to the mountains so getting them to a Sunday service is not so easy. Winter /Christmas is likely to be 
the best opportunity (and/or Mrs GF’s baptism) but even deep snow is no deterrent to these intrepid mountain runners! 
Pray the desire to come will not be choked.  
 
For your prayers: 

1. Pray on for OMF Japan Field Director, David Ferguson (2 rare blood cancers) as he continues with weekly hospital 
checks and two consecutive days of chemotherapy every 21 days.  

2. Pray on for a young, preferably male OMF missionary to catch a vision for the Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast Ministry 
and replace me on the board by spring next year.  

3. 80 year old Mrs Yuko Tsujita is no longer at ‘Noah Garden’ is in hospital. We do not know if she is in hospital or even 
no longer with us. Sadly, the home will not give any information to non-family members.  

4. Ms Tamami Watanabe needed a lot of help but has now written a brief testimony that she will give at her planned 
baptism on September 25th.  Pray on for more baptisms at Christmas, particularly the Yamaguchi twins and for the 
Spirit’s guidance in each Bible study. May each showing interest find peace with God. 

Dates:  

 Sept 2nd   All day OMF Hokkaido Sector Leadership skype meeting  

 Sept 9th, 13th  Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast committee and board meetings 

 Sept 11th   Preaching at Hokuei church 

 Sept 21st   English conversation circle with evangelistic message in Japanese 

 Sept 25th  Ms Tamami Watanabe’s baptism service. Pray for her to have courage to read her testimony in                     
front of a large congregation and to continue to grow in faith. 

 Sept 27th -30th  6th Japan Congress of Evangelism (held every 9 years) in Kobe (2hours by plane from Sapporo) 

 Sept 30th-Oct 4th Hoping to visit some former places of work pre OMF days while in the Kansai area of Japan 
followed probably by a few days holiday in Hokkaido. 

With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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