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Looking back on the past few weeks I am aware of having faced a number of challenges. 
First, I plucked up courage to get a new laptop after more than 6 years and have spent 
many hours trying to adjust to a new setup, transferring files and making decisions about what 
to do with software I constantly use that is no longer compatible with Windows 10 and Office 2016. A stressful time 
but I am thankful to say I am making progress and hopefully all will be more effective and user friendly in the end.  
The second challenge was that some kind of virus knocked me out for the best part of 2 weeks at the end of June and 
early July. Fortunately(!?) the first week was holiday and for the rest, I was able to keep all my outside engagements. I 
had a lovely welcome at the Chitose Assemblies of God church on July 10th. At least 2 interested newcomers were at 
the morning service-myself included, it was a total congregation of 10 with only one elderly male - and one was asking 
significant questions over a lunch of curry rice. The afternoon outreach using English had been aimed at 9-12 year olds 
and I had prepared accordingly. So it was a challenge when 5 mums turned up who had never been to the church 
before. They brought 5 toddlers and one 5 year old! The planned games, songs and talk were all too difficult for this 
age group but somehow we managed to run an hour’s programme and the pastor was delighted to have made contact 
with these young Mums. I was reminded again that this church is typical of many tiny churches in Japan that have so 
little manpower or financial resources to carry out the Great Commission. The lady pastor led the service, played the 
piano for the hymns and on other weeks would preach too. And there are no children or Sunday School.  
 
For your prayers: 

1. OMF Japan Field Director, David Ferguson, has just returned home after a month in a university hospital near 
Tokyo where he started treatment for 2 rare types of blood cancer. The next stage of treatment is 
approximately 6 months of weekly hospital checks and then, once every 21 days, two consecutive days of 
chemotherapy in a dedicated out-patient ward at the hospital. So far the treatment seems to be having some 
effect but we need to pray on. 
 

2. As I prepare for retirement in autumn next year I am looking to pass on responsibilities I have outside Hokuei 
church. Would you pray for a younger missionary in OMF to catch a vision for the Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast 
Ministry and replace me on the board by spring next year?  It is not so easy as currently we have many new 
OMFers in language school or first and second term with little experience and in some cases still limited 
language skills. It would be good to have a young man well versed in digital technology if not in media.  
 

3. 80 year old Mrs Yuko Tsujita in Noah Garden is unwell and I have not been able to visit this month so far. Do 
pray for physical healing, for spiritual understanding and acceptance of what she has heard so far, and that I 
may be able to visit and pray with her briefly soon. 

 
4. Currently I am helping Ms Tamami Watanabe write the testimony she will give at her planned baptism on 

September 25th.  Mrs GF has not changed her decision to be baptised but wants to wait till Christmas.  The 
Yamaguchi twins are less frightened at the thought of baptism than they were but Mayuko has never seen a 
baptism so wants to witness the one in September before making a decision. Mrs Seino (‘Say No’) ’s reaction 
to the suggestion of baptism was ‘But I am a sick person!’ Sadly, she is not there yet in terms of understanding 
what it is all about. Mrs K after a few weeks’ absence has been regularly at church again. It is difficult to get to 
know her in the context of a group after church so I plan to spend time with her individually as soon as is 
possible. She is a very busy lady with one teenage lad and 2 younger children and all sorts of commitments. 

  
5. For myself. I am preaching at Hokuei church on Aug 7th and Sept 11th. It is good to have no outside speaking 

engagements for a while. August 17th is the next English conversation circle with evangelistic Bible message in 
Japanese. Pray I may make the most of the strategic opportunities while maintaining a healthy balance of work 
and rest. Thankfully the summer so far has been very bearable cooling off at night. 

With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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