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JULY 2016     Newsletter No. 9 

Yamada café move 
‘In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his 
steps. ’Proverbs 16: 9 
 
We hang on to the truth of this verse as we reflect on the recent 
roller coaster of events in the move of the Yamada café.  It closed 
 on May 8th as planned with the aim of reopening 
 on June 21st on its new site. It was all hands on deck and despite 
 a 2 week delay in the start of rebuilding all was going well. Perhaps 
the projected opening date could be achieved after 

all.  Then, at the 80% completion stage all 
work had to come to a sudden and unexpected halt. In June it  
became apparent that  the new site was not land for housing but 

agricultural  land. This, 
 despite it being in the midst  

of houses, an elementary  
school and doctor’s. And  
formerly having been the  
site of a convenience  
store. The landlord mentioned nothing and it never crossed anyone’s mind 

that special permission would be needed to build.    
 

Quickly recovering from the shock, documents were assembled by staff and 
submitted to the local Agricultural Committee. This was  

followed by discussions with local officials who had many questions about the work of Ippo Ippo.  Staff member, Mr 
Otaki, who bore the brunt of this extra work, testifies that it has all been for the good as links with local officials have 
been strengthened and the latter now have a much deeper understanding  of what Ippo Ippo is all about.  The go-
ahead has been given at the local Yamada level. Now it remains for the prefectural agricultural committee to give 

their permission in mid July.  
Even with permission it is unlikely that work can begin again before August 2nd.  
Despite the disappointment, staff are using the month’s break to put energy into 
house visits and follow up of seekers, the kids events and tea salons in Kamaishi and 
elsewhere in temporary housing units.  

They have hired the Yamada local 
community centre on July 13th for a ‘One 

day 1ppo, Ippo’.  
 
Already there is a sense that God in 
His grace has turned ‘crisis’ into 

‘opportunity.’  

A ministry bringing practical and emotional support along with the good news of Jesus 
to lives devastated by the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami of March 11th 2011. 

 
 

    Old site June 16th 2016 

New site  
New site foundations May 2016 
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Services are continuing in the Yamada 
community centre each Sunday with 5- 6 

non Christians regularly attending.   
Usually there is a charge for hiring a 

room but currently it is being offered free! 
       

June 26th 2016 Sanriku Hope church Yamada service in local community centre 

 
ther activities have continued as usual over the past few months. Pastor Yoshida from Atsubetsu church in 
Sapporo, Hokkaido has visited Ippo Ippo with a volunteer team many times.  In April he wrote:  ‘We visit the 
temporary housing meeting places and gather people to sing favourite songs. I lead with my guitar. Last year 

a lady told me ever since the Great East Japan Earthquake she had not been able to sing one of Japan’s most famous 
folk songs ‘Furusato’(meaning ‘Birth place/Home town’).  After the meeting I visited her temporary housing unit and 
continued to send postcards after returning to Sapporo. But I was concerned never to receive a reply.  This time 
when I reached the meeting place, this lady met me at the entrance and said ‘I am sorry I never replied last year.’ I 
was delighted to hear this. It seems that it will be another 2 years before she is able to move to a permanent home 
but she did not seem down about it and said ‘Please come again next year.’  At 2 other meetings places many of the 
attendees are likely to move this year.  Others said ‘Not me yet’ and I realised that the fragile community that has 
been established after 5 years will be threatened yet again. ‘ 
 

rayer requests 
1. For building permission to be given. And for the restart of Ippo 

Ippo Yamada café in August.  
 

2. For the staff as they are involved not just in physical rebuilding 
but put energy into building spiritual interest in the lives of those 
they interact with daily. For Sanriku Nozomi (Hope) church 
services weekly at Kamaishi and Yamada. For the regular non 
Christian attendees to believe and be baptised. 
  

3. For the physical, emotional and spiritual health of the staff  
Below, Left to right: Mr Sakanishi, Mrs Akaishi, Pastor Shinohara, Mr Ootaki 

4. Pray that staff may have wisdom in setting priorities for 
future ministry.  Which of many possible activities should they 
be involved in?  Minnie Li and Margaret Rugira (OMF 
missionaries) have been involved in outreach to children and 
through English on a part time basis for some time but both are 
leaving on Home Assignment.  The situation is constantly 
changing as people move out of temporary housing into 
permanent housing.  
 

5. We 
praise God for 
generous gifts 

from around the world and particularly from churches in 
Hong Kong.  I have been asked to say that is also possible to 
give through OMF centres wherever you are by earmarking 
gifts for ‘OMF Project L60502 - Ippo Ippo Iwate.’ 

 
From Miriam Davis (OMF Japan)  

on behalf of Ippo Ippo Iwate 
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           80% completed new Yamada café June 24th 
2016 
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