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Japan’s triple disaster 5 years on  
 ‘At 14:46pm, the exact moment the Great East Japan earth 
quake struck, people across Japan bowed their heads 
as a mark of respect for 
 the victims. Bells rang, and in the capital the 

underground metro came to halt.  …. As of 12th 
February 2016, 174,000 people were still living in 

temporary, rental or other housing as evacuees. The 
government-set time frame for intensive reconstruction will be over at the end of this month. 
For many survivors though, emotional difficulties are their main concern. 
"Infrastructure is recovering, hearts are not. I thought time would 
 take care of things," said Eiki Kumagai, a volunteer fireman. He  
was in Rikuzentakata, one of the worst hit areas, and lost 51  
colleagues in the tsunami."I keep  

seeing the  
faces of 

 those 
 who  
died," he told Reuters. "There's so  
much regret, I can't express it." ’  

(Excerpts from a BBC news report, March 11th 2016) 
 

Photo on left: Buddhist monks gather to pray in front of the former 
disaster prevention centre in Minamisanriku, Miyagi prefecture, Mar 2016 

Mismatch between housing supply and demand.   
A recent survey showed that as of late January 2016, 7% percent of newly constructed public housing units for 
disaster victims were unoccupied although about 59,000 people still live in temporary housing in the three affected 
prefectures. The vacancy rate stood at 13 percent in Iwate prefecture and at 31 percent in the town of Yamada 
where Ippo Ippo is working. Reasons are numerous; delays in construction meant people moving away or building 
themselves; some applicants have died or needed to move into care homes. Locations can be inconvenient and rents 
high. (February 27t 2016, Japan Times) 

Reports from Ippo Ippo Yamada 
 
Monthly Saturday Kids Club  -  Hong Kong OMFer Minnie Li writes: 
 ‘In the past year, in total, we had more than 30 kids. 6 of them have been 
more than twice. Due to major construction work around the cafe, not many 
kids came at the end of 2015. Sometimes we had none so we went to a primary 
school nearby to invite kids. Today (March 19th), after volunteer B from Taiwan 
performed magic in the school playground, 12 kids came. As I only go to Yamada 
once a month, it’s quite hard to build relationships with the kids. However, quite a 

A ministry bringing practical and emotional support along with the good news of Jesus 
to lives devastated by the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami of March 11th 2011. 
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few talk to me in the school playground or café when I visit. After more than a year serving at the café, I can see that 
the kids have never heard of Jesus or even Christmas or Easter.’ 
Let’s pray with Minnie:   

1. That more children will come to the Saturday monthly club once the café is in its new location away from the 
sea and construction sites. 

2. For people on the ground in Yamada to run a more regular children’s ministry in Yamada. Minnie lives more 
than 2 hours away inland by car.  

 
Yamada café –a place of healing:  Volunteer testimonies  

• I wondered what on earth I could contribute but the café regulars encouraged me. ‘You don’t need to do 
anything at all. It is enough that you just come and don’t forget us.’   

• I had a conversation with a man in his 80’s that moved me to tears. He said, ‘I lost so many relatives and 
friends in the tsunami I couldn’t believe in any god any more. I thought ‘religious people’ were just out to 
make themselves rich. Yamada is a town full of gossip but this café is different. Everyone is so friendly. I was 
astonished to discover that someone who seemed to have been friends with everyone for ages had only just 
arrived the day before from Taiwan.’  

• (After a concert at the Yamada café) One lady gripped my hand and with tears in her eyes said ‘Since I lost 
my husband I have been crying every day but these songs have given me strength.’  

• I was very encouraged to hear these comments from people I talked to. ‘It’s much better to come here than 
go to some old people’s gathering that is full of gossip.’  ‘I have learnt more than 30 hymns since I started 
coming here. I like this one. Do you know it? My voice is terrible so I don’t sing too loud but I do love hymns.’ 

 
People 
UK OMFer Margaret Rugira who teaches English twice a month at Yamada writes:  
‘Meet Sensei (literally ‘teacher’) - a well-respected elderly retired dentist. He comes to the café every morning and 
his wife is in my English class. He has had surgery for stomach cancer and continues with treatment. The café staff 
think that if he and his wife became followers of Christ, others might follow. While I was at the café in early March, 
Sensei picked up a flyer about the Good Friday service at the café and subsequently attended the service. Let’s pray 
that he and all the others would indeed consider the risen Christ, seek Him and live.’  

(Newsletter, March 31st 2016) 
Mr NF is a former fisherman who lost everything in the tsunami and was not able to 
return to his livelihood as it would have meant going into debt to replace what he 
lost. A keen baseball player in his youth, he become rather ‘shut-in’ in his 
temporary housing unit post tsunami.  In October he determined to start getting 
exercise and began to walk 3 kms one way to the Yamada café.  His elder brother, 
a former ‘yakuza’ (Japanese mafia member) was also a regular café attendee until 
his recent death from cancer.  Since this sad event, NF has started attending 
services on Sundays.  Most weekdays he is at the café half an hour before it opens at 
10am and so joins the staff in their regular morning devotions.  Pray for this man’s 
salvation.  He is divorced, lives alone and has grown up children. 

Also for your prayers:  
 

1. The Yamada café will move to its planned new site in the second half of 
May. Pray for all the logistics and financial needs.  The estimated costs are around 
9,000, 000 yen (£59,000 or US$ 83,000). Pray for Mrs Kayoko Matsuzato who plans 
to start visiting Japanese churches in the Tokyo area from April as an advocate for 
Ippo Ippo Iwate. Pray for an increase in Japanese financial supporters countrywide. 
 

2. Both the imminent move and also the arrival of new staff in April 2016 have highlighted the need to consider 
the future direction of Ippo Ippo and the one year old Sanriku Nozomi (Hope) church.  Pray for wisdom for 
staff and board members.  The small number of permanent staff and financial restraints currently limit what 
can be done so much wisdom is needed for staff and board as they seek to set priorities.  

 
From Miriam Davis (OMF Japan) on behalf of Ippo Ippo Iwate 
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