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The news has been full the past few days of stories related to the March 11th 2011 (3.11 
triple disaster) 5 years on. You can read updates at 
https://omf.org/japan-2011-tohoku-tsunami-5-years-on/  On a brighter note, today’s 
newspaper announced that the ‘cherry blossom front’ is likely to reach Sapporo on May 2nd a couple of weeks earlier 
than usual. Dominating Hokkaido news is the long awaited arrival of the famous bullet train on the southern tip of 
the island on 29th March. Although we are several hours away in Sapporo, my local supermarket is counting the days! 
 
As the snow piles reduce day by day, I am also seeing encouraging signs of ‘spiritual’ spring in some lives. Remember I 
told you Mrs GF had invited a friend along to Bible studies at her house? Well, for the past 3 weeks another friend 
has joined. Both ladies are wives of Hokkaido university professors and we have had some fascinating discussions.  
Last week Mrs IK’s eyes fell on the word ‘righteousness’ in a verse we weren’t studying and started talking about the 
concept of ‘Gi (righteousness)’ in Bushido (the way of the samurai warrior) that she had been taught as a child when 
learning brush calligraphy. Mrs GF has set up a secret Facebook page for the 4 of us called ‘Bible Time on Friday at 
2pm’ and in this way we continue to interact during the week.  Mrs IK posted an article about 
‘Gi’ and commented on how very different cultures have similar ideas.  I would not normally 
tackle a topic like this on the 4th meeting with someone who has never opened a Bible in their 
life before!  But this Friday’s topic will be (hopefully, as I need to do a good deal of thinking and 
understanding myself beforehand!) the differences between Bushido ‘Gi’ and the gift of 
righteousness given to sinners in Christ. The Chinese character on the right can be divided into 2 
separate characters – above is ‘lamb’ and below ‘us’ – a wonderful picture of righteousness 
obtained as we are covered by the blood of the lamb.  
 
I have met 2 other seeking ladies since I last wrote. Mrs KM has been coming to church since Christmas with her 12 
year old son and has recently joined the newcomers’ Bible study after church. Mrs SM has a son the same age and 
runs a small hairdressers’ from her home. Church member, Mrs Ishihara, came up to me one Sunday and said, ‘I am 
sorry I didn’t consult you first but I have invited a lady to your Tuesday morning Bible study. I hope you don’t mind.’  
Did I mind? No, of course not. This Tuesday am study is once a month but after the first meeting Mrs SM was so keen 
for more we shall try to meet weekly whenever possible. ‘I have been seeking for something since I was at primary 
school’ she told me. She has never opened a Bible before and works every day except Tuesday so coming to church 
will be difficult. But her teenage boy says he would also like to join us when he is on spring holidays next week! 
 
I have run out of space for more stories but currently I am meeting regularly with 11 people for Bible study either 
weekly, fortnightly, or monthly. This is 7 groups/individuals ranging in age from late 30’s to 90!  There is a great 
range of spiritual understanding, needs and mental capacity so each group/ individual requires a degree of focused 
preparation.  When there is a sense of pressure I remind myself that all I need to do is point people to Jesus. It is the 
Spirit’s work to draw them to Himself. I finished my Adult Sunday School class on March 13th.  I have very much 
enjoyed teaching this weekly class for the past 2 years but now am glad of the extra time to give to individuals.   
 
Pray for at least 4 baptisms in 2016:  Do continue to pray that the 4 ladies who seem to be already believing, will be 
baptised this year: Mrs GF, Miss Tamami Watanabe and the Yamaguchi twins, Mayuko and Yuriko.  

 
Upcoming events: 

Preaching  Mar 20th, April 17th, May 29th at Hokuei Church 
OMF   Hokkaido Sector Leadership Team Meetings:  Mar 18th, April 22nd, May 20th  
Mar 29th  Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast Board meeting all day 
April 20th  Monthly English conversation circle with Japanese Bible message 
April 29th-May 16th  Visit of cousins, John and Elisabeth Sawle 

 
With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 

 

mailto:miriam.davis@omfmail.com
https://omf.org/japan-2011-tohoku-tsunami-5-years-on/

	Prayer News Bulletin from Miriam Davis
	March 2016
	E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com

