
Prayer News Bulletin from Miriam Davis   

February 2016   
101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 

E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 
 

 
This week downtown Sapporo is overflowing with 2 million visitors to 
the 67th annual Snow Festival. This year there are sculptures featuring 
Shakespeare’s Winter Tale and the long awaited arrival of the Bullet 
Train in south Hokkaido in spring.  It has been, for Sapporo, a ‘warm’ 
winter so far with much less snow than usual but even so many local 
friends tend not to brave the cold to see the sights.  I plan to make the 
effort this year as there will only be one more opportunity before 
retirement in 2017. 
 

Days continue to be filled with preparation for talks, visits, and Bible studies with individuals.  Contact with Mrs B 
(of the adjustment disorder) has seemingly come to an end. Mrs Kazuko Nakano (60), contact from the Christmas 
leafleting, has been to Sunday service 3 times now. She has studied in the past with both Mormons and Jehovah 
Witnesses but seems committed to coming regularly. Pray that a variety of illnesses will be kept at bay. I have visited 
several times (she lives just round the corner), getting a boisterous and loud welcome from her 2 tiny poodles, and 
have been out for a bowl of noodles with her too.   
 
After 3 planned visits got cancelled I was at last able to visit wheelchair Mrs Tsujita (78) in ‘Noah Garden’ and hope to 
continue twice a month. Pray for church member Mr Murakami’s witness to her as we meet in his room to sing some 
hymns and for a short Bible message. She said, ‘This is the kind of thing I have been wanting to hear but I never had 
the chance.  I didn’t understand all that well the first time but I felt at peace afterwards.’   
 
A year ago a church member brought Mrs Aizawa and her 2 primary age children to a kids’ event at church. To my 
astonishment Mrs Aizawa (40) remembered me visiting her home when she was a child. I have known her Mum for 
30 years although Mum has never shown any spiritual interest, but I wouldn’t have had any idea who Mrs Aizawa was 
if she hadn’t spoken to me.  She is a very busy lady with PTA responsibilities, a young family, a husband who is away 
a lot, many interests and a part time job teaching dance. Despite this we started a monthly Bible study in December. 
She bought a Bible (expensive in Japan) and after the first meeting told her Christian friend that she had realised the 
Bible was actually historical and not just a collection of mythical stories! With her busy schedule progress may be 
slow but pray for spiritual longing and understanding. 
 
4 baptisms in 2016 
Do continue to pray with me that the 4 ladies who seem to be already believing will be baptised this year - Mrs GF, 
Miss Tamami Watanabe and the Yamaguchi twins, Mayuko and Yuriko. Mrs GF has invited a friend to our weekly 
Bible study this past 2 weeks – this changes the dynamics and content somewhat but it is exciting to see Mrs GF keen 
to share what she is learning.  It remains to be seen whether her friend (Mrs N, a doctor’s wife in her 50’s) will 
continue and what degree of interest she has.  
   
Upcoming events:   
Preaching Feb 28th Shizunai Church (2 hour drive); Mar 20th Hokuei Church 
OMF  Hokkaido Sector Leadership Team Meetings:  Feb 18th (by skype) & 

Mar 18th  
Feb 17th & Mar 16th Monthly English conversation circle with Japanese Bible message.  
Mar 1st-3rd Sapporo Keswick Convention in Japan celebrates its 50th anniversary with 

the special treat of Jonathan Lamb as speaker.  
  

With love and thanks for your prayers, 
 from Miriam 
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