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Changing environment  
Recent volunteers from Hokkaido report on the vast changes that had taken place since previous 
visits. ‘Trucks with ‘Great East Japan Earthquake Reconstruction’ written on plates attached to 
their front bumpers crowd the roads and everywhere you look tunnels, roads, 
 sea walls and new homes to replace the temporary prefabricated post tsunami housing  
are under construction. The Yamada café stands isolated in a hollow with raised ground all 

around.’ The flimsy  building often shakes with the vibrations 
from large machinery  

and grit covers all when the 
 windows are open. The road  
that ran in front has been  
moved  50  metres towards  

the sea and a 6 metre high 
breakwater on the other side 

 is growing apace. 
  

‘I am not a camel’ 
This was how one Japanese member of staff who relocated from 
 Tokyo reflected on her first 6 months working with Ippo Ippo. ‘I am not a camel and I was not 
created to live in a barren concrete desert.  Yamada is not a place where ordinary people live. 
There are no trees, nowhere to go on a day off and it can be very lonely. It’s a cross-cultural 
situation – I find the local dialects really difficult to understand and have to concentrate hard.’ A 
large part of the work of the café at Yamada is listening to people and this can be very draining 
particularly for long-term staff. Even a brief visit can bring a sense of heaviness. One volunteer 
listened to a café visitor expressing at length bitter resentment towards people who, unlike her, had escaped loss in 
the tsunami. ‘It was just a short encounter but even so my heart was saddened. I realised afresh the strain on the 
long term staff listening day after day to this kind of conversation and continually praying for customers.’  
 
The pressures on staff are great. Sundays are not a rest day either as, at Yamada in particular, between 2-6 mostly 
elderly non Christians have started attending services regularly. Staff pick them up and take them home, help lead 
services and prepare lunch.  Pray staff may daily find their emotional, physical and spiritual strength in the Lord 
and get the regular refreshment and rest needed to continue long term.  April 2016 will see staff changes. Some are 
already decided, others are still praying for God’s leading. Ask God to provide just the right people for this 
challenging ministry.  

Rejoice! 
At the same time rejoice that seekers are regularly coming to services!  Two ladies have confessed faith and one 
even asked for baptism but since then has expressed reluctance to be the first to be baptised. Pray both may 
follow through on their decisions. One can hardly read and so some of the usual methods of follow up 
through introductory Bible studies are not appropriate.  

A ministry bringing practical and emotional support along with the good news of Jesus 
to lives devastated by the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami of March 11th 2011. 

 
 

6 m high sea wall 
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‘I heard for the first 
time that God is 
alive. I thought ‘god’ 
was in the Buddhist 
altar.’ 

‘It was worth coming. I 
was anxious about 
coming on my own and 
felt lonely, but I heard 
that God is with me.’  
 
 

‘Singer Miss Kudo has a 
beautiful voice and the wonder 
of having faith came through 
in her testimony. I am not a 
Christian.’  

Moving! 
The progress in redevelopment in Yamada town means that Ippo Ippo Iwate faces one of its biggest 
challenges yet.  It is no longer possible to rent the land on which the prefab café stands past the 
end of May when the current rental runs out.  The centre must move!  The new site needs to be 
both accessible and central as far as possible. Alternatives are limited but there is currently one 
possibility. The idea is to rent land and move the current building onto it. All this will cost money.  
Ippo Ippo Iwate Board members hope to meet with the members of the Iwate Pioneer Church 
Planting Committee (responsible for the new Sanriku Hope Church) early in February in Yamada to 
look at the land and make important decisions. Please pray for the logistics of these busy men 
from different parts of Japan getting together, for understanding and insight into the local situation and 
for God’s clear leading in the choice of a new site for church and café.  
 

Ippo Ippo Iwate activities 
The autumn saw many activities organised in the 
coastal towns of Iwate amongst people of all 
ages. In November a Japanese Christian singer 
and a missionary, who is a professional harpist, 

gave a concert in a public hall in Kamaishi. Here are 
some comments from questionnaires received. 

 
A local Christian has been holding a ‘Beads Class’ at the Yamada café 
which has proved immensely popular. After the tsunami ladies felt it 
would be inappropriate to wear jewelry but now they are finding joy 
in making accessories which is doubtless a sign of emotional recovery. 
In November it was decided to make this a monthly activity of the new 
Sanriku Hope church and introduce a 15 minute Bible time or testimony. It is now 
held upstairs so that the regular café can continue down below as usual.  The transition to inclusion of a Bible 
message has been well received by around 20 participants.  

Christmas presents 
Christmas also brought many opportunities to share the gospel. In addition to concerts, 

kids’ outreach and candle services, staff and volunteers from Japan 
and overseas packed 1300 Christmas ‘presents’ to deliver to 

temporary housing in Yamada. Each bag contained Japanese 
sweets, an invitation to Ippo Ippo Yamada Christmas events, 
Christmas cards from Ippo Ippo staff and churches in Taiwan 
and a Christmas tract.  A further 500 gift bags without sweets 

were delivered to regular houses in the town.  
 
 
Christmas events all went smoothly and were well attended with the exception of the Kids’ Christmas on Saturday 
20th December to which no one came.  Staff went to the park instead to find children. 
Mum had told one child not to go to the café because it was dangerous – a natural 
reaction when the café is in the middle of a construction site. All the more reason 
to pray for a more suitable site post May.   
 
2 lady visitors told a volunteer that a local Buddhist priest quit his job because his 
son was killed in a traffic accident and another won’t take funerals since the tsunami 
because he doesn’t know what to say. ‘How do you Christians cope?’ they asked.  

PRAY IPPO IPPO IWATE MAY CONTINUE TO BE A BEACON OF HOPE 
POINTING PEOPLE TO JESUS, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

From Miriam Davis (OMF Japan) on behalf of Ippo Ippo Iwate 

Yamada cafe illuminated 
for Christmas 
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