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ission is putting love where love is not, said St 
John of the Cross and that is exactly what the 
ministry of Ippo Ippo Iwate  is seeking to do. 

Volunteer activities of many kinds bring light and joy into the 
hearts of people still living with trauma.  Witness the 85 year 
old lady who began to dance spontaneously when gospel 
singer, Mr Iwabuchi, started to sing at a concert in a 
temporary housing complex in Kamaishi. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Margaret Rugira, OMF missionary and volunteer who teaches English twice a month at the Yamada Café writes 
of one summer activity.  
 ’A highlight was the first ever BBQ, coinciding with the Yamada town public fireworks, which went ahead in 
the rain. A number of the café regulars brought their children & grandchildren along as it was the annual Obon 
time when families return to their home towns. That was a massive step and what a privilege that they trusted 
us enough to bring their families to the café. One man who has often been or seemed antagonistic decided to 
check out the authenticity of my faith. He really opened up.’ 

 
olunteers from all over Japan continue to give sacrificially of their time and energy to support the work 
of Ippo Ippo.  But the giving is not all one way.  Volunteers are themselves blessed as they serve 
although not all in the rather unusual way that Mr Higuma has been. Mr Higuma has on several 

occasions given help for a month at a time, sleeping in his car when there is no room in the volunteer 
accommodation.  He is 69 and a former member of the Self Defense forces. He is just the handy man that 
Yamada café needs as its prefab structure begins to show signs of wear and tear. 
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A ministry bringing practical and emotional support along with the good news of Jesus 
to lives devastated by the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami of March 11th 2011. 

 
 

 Dancing 85 year old at gospel concert Barbecue at Yamada on fireworks night 
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Mr Higuma is a member of Chitose church in Hokkaido and told me his story.  
 ‘I had been seeking God for years. My wife was a Christian but I was still seeking when I went as a volunteer to 
Sendai city in the autumn of 2012. I was turned away because I was not attached to an organization so I drove up the 
coast and ended up at Ippo Ippo Yamada where I was accepted as a volunteer.’ 
 
Mr Higuma found himself sharing the upstairs volunteer accommodation in the prefab 
building with a young man from Hokuei church in Sapporo – Ikuru Fujita.  Ikuru had just 
graduated from university with a teachers’ license and had been employed as a teacher 
by the Hokkaido Prefectural government.  However, there was no job for him during 
the first year.  So God led him to serve at Ippo Ippo Yamada for several months. 
 
When Mr Higuma arrived, Ikuru suggested they read the Bible and pray together every 
morning.  
  ‘I was very surprised’ said Mr Higuma, ‘But I agreed and it was because of this that I 
made the decision to get baptised while I was at Ippo Ippo Iwate.’  It was not all plain 
sailing from there.  The church in Chitose was without a pastor till April 2013. Then for 
the first year the new pastor was not permitted to baptise anyone. Finally, the great 
day came in March 2014.  Mr Higuma’s next visit to Ippo Ippo Iwate was no longer as a 
seeker but as one who had made a firm commitment to follow Jesus in baptism.  
 

or your prayers:   
1. Pray on for suitable staff (particularly a couple with pastoral and ministerial gifts).  The need is 

crucial particularly from April 2016. 
 

2. Pray that financial needs may be met through increasing interest amongst churches and individuals 
throughout Japan.  We give thanks for over 700 ‘supporters’ but this is still a long way from the target 
of 1500 per year. In August and September there were opportunities to share about Ippo Ippo at 
church conferences in Hokkaido and the Tokyo area.  Pray for Pastor Matsumoto of Hokuei church 
heading up Ippo Ippo in the midst of a very busy schedule. 
 

3. Sanriku Nozomi Kirisuto Kyokai  (Sanriku Hope Christian Church) continues to meet most weeks  in the 
2 centres of Kamaishi and Yamada.  A combined service is held once a month.  It is encouraging to see 
that through the work of the café a handful of non Christians (mostly elderly) are attending the 
services at Yamada fairly regularly. Sundays are busy for staff with preparing lunch and collecting 
people by car. Every member of staff at Yamada in particular, is involved in some kind of ministry - 
leading, speaking, and looking after the non Christians.  With responsibilities it is hard for them to get 
the spiritual refreshment they need from the service. Pray that bi monthly staff retreats and early 
morning devotions will strengthen staff as they reach out to many people day by day.       

 
4. The budding church work is under the auspices of JECA (Japan Evangelical Churches Assocation) and 

its Iwate prefecture Pioneer Evangelism Committee.  Please pray for good understanding and 
cooperation between this committee and the board of Ippo Ippo Iwate. Some of the board members 
met for the first time with the Pioneer Evangelism Committee for important discussions in October.  
 

From Miriam Davis (OMF Japan)  
on behalf of Ippo Ippo Iwate 
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