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Noah Garden 

This week I paid my first visit with a church member to a rather superior type of 
home for elderly and disabled people with the wonderful name ‘Noah Garden!’ 
Despite the name it has no Christian connections but among its inhabitants is at least 
one seeking heart. Down a corridor wide enough for 2 wheel chairs to pass we find 
Room 211, home to 80 year old disabled Hokuei church member, Mr Murakami. 
Waiting our arrival with him is 79 year old Mrs Tsujita from across the passage. Mrs 
Tsujita is a former teacher in a nurses’ training college, now very frail and in a wheel 
chair. She doesn’t know much about Christianity but is, it seems, fascinated by hymns. 
What a joy to sing ‘Amazing Grace’ and ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ in Japanese 
and explain some of the words. (Even non Christian Japanese are familiar with the 
tunes of the first 2 if not the words. Amazing Grace is even one of the melody 

options on my smart phone!) Mrs Tsujita’s speech is a little hard to understand (as is Mr Murakami’s for different reasons) 
but she is full of questions. ‘Please sing again’ she begs us at the end so we add ‘Jesus loves me this I know’ to the 
repertoire. We arrange a 2nd visit for November 24th and pray this will become a regular opportunity to share the gospel.  

Upcoming events:   
Nov 15th   Preaching at Hokuei church (continuing in Isaiah) 
Nov 18th  English conversation circle with Japanese Bible time 
Nov 26th   OMF Hokkaido Leadership Team meeting  
Dec 3rd  OMF Day of Prayer 
Dec 7th  ‘Fun in English’ with 5-6 year olds at local kindergarten 
Dec 10th   Christmas evangelistic concert (10am) 
Dec 13th   Evening Family Christmas outreach event with music and meal 
Dec 16th English conversation circle Christmas meeting at Miriam’s (last year 14 people mostly non Christians 

crammed into my small flat.) 

Other items for prayer 
• The Yamaguchi twins, Mayuko and Yuriko (mid 30’s) continue to grow in faith despite poor physical and 

emotional health. It is 4 years since we started meeting together with a 15 month gap during my HA.  Pray they 
will pluck up courage to be baptised. Mr Seino (Mr Say No who said ‘yes’ to baptism in December 2012) is home 
after 70 days in hospital. Pray his wife Ayuko (69) will start bible study again.  Most Friday mornings I continue to 
spend with first Mrs GF (41) and then Mrs Abe (93). I have some great discussions with the former. Mrs GF is more 
often at church now winter is drawing in and she is no longer running marathons. 

• OMF Japan (comprising 120 adult missionaries and many children) implemented a new structure in June. The 
Hokkaido sector now has a new leadership team of 4 supporting our Sector Leaders. I am one of the 4 and we will 
meet for the first time for a day on 26th November. After that it will be clearer exactly what our roles will be but in 
the meantime I would very much appreciate your prayers. We represent 4 nationalities just in our team of 6! 

• Pray that my Adult Sunday School series on prayers of the Old Testament may be as practical and participatory as 
is possible in the light of the culture and individuals attending. 

• Christmas is a key opportunity for outreach in Japan. Pray many invited people will come and for deep ongoing 
spiritual impact in their lives once Christmas is gone.  
   

With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 

 
The Japan field has an urgent need for Guest Home managers to cover a gap in our Ichikawa (near Tokyo) Guest Home 
between Feb/March 2016 and June/July 2017.  This would be an ideal role for a couple who would like to serve 
together.  Details can be found here (https://opportunities.omf.org/mission-asia/detail/50290954).  If you are 
interested, or know someone who is, please get in touch with Lorna Ferguson at jp.cc@omfmail.com.   No need to 
speak Japanese!  
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