
‘The test of a preacher 
is that his congregation 
goes away saying not,  

 ‘What a lovely 
sermon!’ but  

‘I will do something.’ 
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‘It’s dark 3 cms ahead!’ 
A retired OMF couple on a visit back to Japan from Canada were asked what was their 
greatest challenge in 40 years of missionary service in Japan. Without hesitation both 
replied ‘Learning Japanese!’  I have got to the stage in life where I am still fascinated when 
I come across new words and phrases in Japanese but am challenged to remember them a 
day later! However, I have managed to retain one new proverb recently. You may remember Mrs 
Abe (93), the grandmother of one of our Hokuei church members. She now lives in a sheltered 

apartment complex in a tiny room and only meets the other residents at meal times. She expected 
to be looked after in old age by family and is very lonely. She taught me a Japanese proverb which 
literally translated means ‘3cms ahead is darkness’, the darkness of an unknown and unpredictable 
future. In a short visit she repeated this proverb over and over again. She says she lies on her bed, 
stares at the ceiling and thinks ‘It wasn’t meant to be like this.’ On Friday mornings I now drive half 
an hour to Mrs Glory Flower’s house for a 9am Bible study and on the way home visit Mrs Abe for 45 
minutes or so. (These 2 live very close to each other). Mrs Abe has little understanding of the gospel 
yet but is delighted to see me and expects me to share something from the Bible. Do pray her 
darkness may be turned to light. Each week I shall remind her that the proverb can be rewritten to 
say ‘3 cms ahead is light when you know Jesus!’ 

Speaking opportunities 
17th Oct Ladies Evangelistic event at Hitsujigaoka church. Talk time is 40-50 

minutes with up to 60 ladies expected of whom one-third could be non 
Christians. This is my first visit to this church (and denomination). 

 Chris Pain, OMF Hokkaido Sector leader and colleague at Hokuei church is 
speaking twice at this church on Sunday 18th as part of their outreach 
weekend. A lot to prepare in the midst of his already heavy workload.  

25th Oct Sapporo Nazarene Church – preaching and sharing about the Hokkaido    
Gospel Broadcast Ministry.   

Nov 1st and 15th  Preaching at Hokuei church (continuing in Isaiah) 

Other items for prayer 
• The Yamaguchi twins, Mayuko and Yuriko (mid 30’s) continue to grow in faith despite poor physical and emotional 

health. My prayer for them is that they will have the courage to be baptised within the next year.  
  

• Mr Seino (Mr Say No who said ‘yes’ to baptism in December 2012) and his wife (69, not yet a Christian) have both 
had serious illnesses and spells in hospital over the summer.  You may remember Mrs Seino was attending Bible 
study for several months before the summer. She feels too stressed to come again on a weekday at present. Pray 
that the health of both of them will settle down soon and we will be able to meet again. 

   
• We have made a good start with the new adult Sunday school series on prayers of the Old Testament. It is 

particularly encouraging to see young Christians attending and others we have pastoral concerns for. My aim is 
that participants, (myself included), may learn to use the Bible itself to enrich their own prayer life. To this end I 
am trying to make the course as practical and participatory as I can without frightening people away.  

 
• Mrs Glory Flower (40ish?) is not back to regular Sunday attendance yet for various reasons but leapt at the offer of 

a weekly Bible study at her flat where we have time to talk in depth. I have been twice so far and am building 
relationship slowly.  

With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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