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Celebrations 
What an amazing summer it has been with time 
spent in 5 different countries apart from Japan. 
Celebrating the 150th birthday of the China Inland Mission and OMF with 1700 
mission colleagues felt like a foretaste of heaven. I was deeply challenged and 
encouraged by sessions on the themes of ‘Remember, Repent, Rejoice and 
Renew.’ An abiding impression is of walking into the first meeting and being 
overwhelmed by the number of Asian faces – it felt like a majority! But 

whatever the actual number, how exciting it is to see what started in 1850 as a solely British mission to China now 
has an Asian General Director and 40 different nationalities ministering right across South East Asia. 
 
The other celebrating was of a family nature. A 100th birthday in Lancashire, UK in July and a nephew’s wedding in 
Singapore in August were also memorable and happy occasions. Asked by the bishop of Blackburn in the Sunday 
morning service what was the secret of living to a hundred, my auntie Nora promptly said ‘God’. What a lovely 
testimony! 
 
I praise God too, for opportunities to spend time with many family 
members and friends and touch base with some churches and 
supporters. Thank you so much for your prayers for my visit to Ang Ko 
Mio Methodist church in Singapore on August 30th. 3 large but very 
responsive English speaking Chinese congregations gave me a warm 
welcome on their Missions Sunday. It was interesting to experience both 
traditional and contemporary worship at different times of the day. 
Service No 2 was relayed by video to a further congregation who meet in 
a local cinema but it was hard to remember when standing at the 
rostrum, that there were a few hundred more people than I could see out there somewhere! Doubtless a good thing 
for my nerves! 

Back in Japan: Pray for ongoing outreach and teaching opportunities.  
 

1. I hope to restart Bible studies and regular meetings with a number of contacts in the next couple of weeks 
after a break of 3 months.  

2. I start a new series with the Sunday am adult Sunday School on September 13th on ‘Great prayers of the Old 
Testament.’   

3. On October 17th I have been invited to speak at a Ladies Evangelistic event at Hitsujigaoka church in Sapporo. 
Talk time is 40-50 minutes with up to 60 ladies expected of whom one-third could be non Christians. Pray for 
preparation. I have been to this church for a funeral but not to speak.   

4. My English circle (now grown to around 15 people) meet for simple English with a Japanese Bible message on 
the 3rd Wednesday of the month – next meeting is Sept. 16th). They have invited me out for a meal on 
Tuesday 8th- a good opportunity to get to know them in a different context.  Several of the group have been 
to a Christian event in the past year.  

5. Mrs Glory Flower amazingly completed her first full marathon (the Hokkaido marathon) successfully on the 
last Sunday of August. However, training took her away from most Sunday services during the summer. She 
has also been shaken by the recent suicide of a close family member.  Pray she and her 13 year old daughter 
will be back in church regularly now that summer holidays are over. 

 
With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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