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‘Fighting to recover from the ocean’s wrath’ 
 
 This was the title of an article in the Japan Times on April 25th 
2015 highlighting the problems of reconstruction in areas 
affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake. Between the 
Ippo Ippo Iwate centres of Kamaishi and Yamada lies the small 
town of Otsuchi.  It is a place few had heard of before March 
11th 2015 but now is the base for an after school programme 
for kids to which ‘Ippo Ippo (‘One Step’) volunteers contribute.  
 
Otsuchi is the subject of a documentary called “Akahama 
(‘Red Beach’) Rock’n Roll.” Akahama is the district closest to 
the sea and the one that contains the town’s fishing industry. 
One-10th of Akahama’s residents died in the 2011 tsunami or 
remain missing. The central subject of the film is the surviving residents’ 
objections to the central government plan to build a 14.5-meter-high 
seawall along the edge of the community.  
 
The budget for construction was set in January 2012, when the town’s 
residents were still in shock from the disaster and hadn’t had time to think 
over the plans carefully. Since then, the people of Akahama decided it 
would be better to move homes in the district to higher ground. The 
seawall, they contend, causes more problems than it  
solves. The tsunami, after all, was 22 meters high, so 14.5 meters may not 
do any good, but in any case, the fishermen of Akahama need to have 
constant visual contact with the ocean, and not just for the sake of their 
livelihoods. One reason so many people died in the tsunami was that they 
didn’t see it coming, since there was already a seawall blocking their line 
of sight, and that one was only 6.5 meters high. 
 
There are two main characters: Tsutomu Abe, a fisherman who went back 
to work a few days after the tsunami, even though it killed his father, and 
Hiromi Kawaguchi, chairman of the Akahama Reconstruction Committee, 
who spearheads the local resistance to the seawall. The tsunami was a 
tragedy, but, as Abe says over and over, you can’t fight nature. “As long as 
our lives are connected to the ocean,” his mother says, “we have to be 
here.”  Kawagachi says, “Life comes from the sea and keeping the sea 
separate from us destroys life”   
 

(adapted from the article by Philip Brasor, Japan Times  April 25th 2015). 

A ministry bringing practical and emotional support along with the good news of Jesus 
to lives devastated by the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami of March 11th 2011. 

 
 

Kids enjoy after- school activities1 
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Volunteer activities 
A variety of activities continue to give hope and support to many through the 
café in Yamada and activities in temporary housing and local community 
centres in Kamaishi and Otsuchi. Here is a selection of what has been going 
on in Yamada.  

1. ‘Fumanetto’ is an activity that is derived from the verb ‘fumu’ or ‘to 
tread on’.  A grid net of 50 centimetre squares is laid out on the floor 
and the aim is walk from one end to the other to music using a 
variety of different kinds of step. This is great exercise for elderly 
people and is also great fun both to watch and participate in. In June 
3 staff members participated in a day’s training in Sapporo. 
Volunteers from elsewhere will still come to do ‘fumanetto’ in 
October (see advert on the right) but staff on the ground will now be 
able to lead this activity on a regular basis. 

2. One volunteer from a Hokkaido 
church was able to use her gifts as a 
calligraphy teacher at Yamada.  As a result 
she got to know well known local calligrapher, Mr R, who lost the tools of his 
craft in the tsunami. When requested she suggested Bible words for him to 
write with his brush and since returning to Hokkaido has been in touch.   Mr R 
has also now taught calligraphy sessions at the Yamada café and relationships 
strengthen. 

3. Services continue week by week in Yamada and Kamaishi.  One young 
lady, a manga writer, with emerging faith is under pressure from relatives to 
stop attending. A handful of other non Christians attend most of whom are in 
their 70s and 80s. Early in June, a  Mr Uebayashi , who was a regular 
customer of the café and also attended services, died very suddenly to the 
great distress of Mrs N, the lady he was sharing temporary accommodation 
with.  He had been talking that week of restarting the barber’s shop he used 
to have.  He heard the gospel and may have responded. But his death 

highlights the urgency of the evangelistic task.  Staff give support to bereaved Mrs N.  She finds 
reading a challenge so they have made available short Bible messages on CD for her to listen to.  
Indirectly staff have heard that some who come to service would be interested in baptism but are 
concerned about what would happen to their ashes when they die if they made a confession of faith.  
In a culture where graves are so important, getting a Christian burial place may be a more important 
priority than having a church building.  

4. On 11th of each month, the Yamada café has a time of singing to commemorate the events of March 
11th 2015. The aim is to help non Christians remember and grieve without the idolatry that would 
normally accompany such events. On the 11th July, 2 men spoke briefly – Mr Kikuchi said ‘I have been 
feeling better since I started coming to the café.’  Mr Ueno was also full of thanks. He loves to sing 
hymns (there are times each day in the café to do that) and says that even if he never spoke to anyone 
when he came to the cafe, just being there would make him feel at peace.  Pray these men will come 
to services and find Jesus is their peace.  
 

For your prayers:  The above will give you some fuel for prayer, but please do pray on for:  
1. Suitable staff (particularly a couple with pastoral and ministerial gifts).   
2. Current staff particularly single women with no friends to do things with, can find the ministry very 

draining and demands on them many.  There is no ‘manual’ as to how to do things.  The balance 
between evangelism and support ministries tends to blur at times. Many issues regarding employment, 
management, finances etc still need to be worked out. Pray for wisdom. 

3. Pray that financial needs may be met through increasing interest amongst churches and individuals 
throughout Japan. Pray for Pastor Matsumoto of Hokuei church heading up Ippo Ippo. 

 
From Miriam Davis on behalf of Ippo Ippo Iwate 

Mr R's work 
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