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Have you ever used a wind-up torch?  It is a very useful instrument in a country like Japan which is so prone to 
earthquakes and other natural disasters.  If the battery begins to run low you simply wind the handle to generate 
more power. Pastor Akira Takeda is in charge of a church in Obihiro, central Hokkaido. He wrote the following in a 
recent Japanese ‘Light of the World’ newsletter.   
 

‘With a wind-up torch you don’t have to worry about batteries in a sudden emergency.  In a dark room I 
wind up my torch and enjoy looking at the white light for a while until it 
gradually begins to fade.  I then turn the handle round and round and 
round until the light glows brightly enough to dispel the darkness again.  
Instead of depending on batteries I have to work hard to wind up my torch.  
 
‘My relationship with my wind-up torch and its light is like the relationship  
between the gospel broadcast ministry and its supporters. The Light of the 
World radio and Lifeline TV programmes are like the light produced by the 
torch. The supporters are those who by prayer, giving and making creative 
use of the programmes ‘wind up’ the ‘torch’ of the broadcasts.’ 

 
Pastor Takada concluded with a challenge to newsletter readers.  ‘Do enjoy the bright light of ‘Lifeline’ and ‘Light of 
the World,’ but do also take hold of a ‘handle’ to help keep this significant ministry going.’ 
 

FOR PRAISE AND PRAYER 
 

1. Pray for many more Japanese Christians to take hold of the 
‘wind-up handles’ of prayer, giving and creative use of the 
programmes in evangelism so that the light of the gospel 
may continue to be beamed out through radio and TV 
throughout Hokkaido. 

2. Continue to pray that all financial needs will be met in the 
financial year April 2015 to March 2016. 

3. Give thanks for the annual June Lifeline outreaches with 
music and message. Most are held in public halls and are 
great opportunities to invite non Christians who would be 
hesitant to go to a church. Obihiro is just one of the 9 
cities that hosted an outreach.  Committee members were 
thrilled that attendance was better than usual with 200 
adults and 40 children. ‘The Tokachi United Kids’ Gospel 
Choir was great,’ and ‘the pianist’s accompaniment flowed 
like the river of life!’ were some of the comments heard 
afterwards.  

Miriam Davis on behalf of  
the Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast Ministry Board 

 I was brought up in a Christian 
home but since moving out on my 
own, I no longer go to church and 
my lifestyle is far from what that of 
a Christian should be. One day, I 
put the TV on and Lifeline was on. 
My parents always watched so I 
knew of the programme. Being 
sleepy my first inclination was to 
switch the TV off again but 
something stopped me and I 
watched right to the end.  Was this 
coincidence or was this a 
programme that Jesus wanted me 
to watch?  It was great.  I am going 
to pray before I go to bed tonight 
for the first time in a year.  

Jun 15 Viewer response 
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