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If you switch on your TV at 5 am on a Sunday morning to watch Lifeline, the 
first thing you will see and hear is the theme song ‘Ippo’ or  ‘One Step’ a 
catchy song written in 2014 to celebrate 25 years of Lifeline broadcasting in 
Japan.   

“This song expresses our longing that each programme will be ‘One 
step forward ’ for many people in various ways,” said Lifeline TV 
director, Mr Kazuaki Yamamoto. 

Recent listener and viewer responses illustrate how watching Lifeline or 
listening to Light of the world radio can be:  
 

• One step in the journey towards Jesus for non Christians 
‘I have started to think I should read the Bible.’  
‘I started going to church 2 years ago but I am disabled and so unable to attend services during the winter. I am 
trying to learn more about Christianity through watching Lifeline.’ 
‘I know nothing about Christianity but even for me the content is easy to understand and I enjoy the wonderful 
people that are featured each week.’  

 
• One step towards growth in the life of those who are already Christians 

In particular, programmes encourage Christians who are not able to go to church because of work commitments, 
family opposition, because there is no church nearby or for health reasons. 

‘I am fighting a serious illness. I manage to keep going but sometimes I feel like giving up.  Today’s message 
about being supported in God’s arms was a lifeline to me.’ 
 
• One step forward towards fulfilling the great commission for staff making the programmes.   

Mr Yamamoto says ‘It is very hard work producing Lifeline with all the practical and financial problems that abound 
but our prayer as staff is that we will always be taking steps forward in sharing the gospel through this ministry.’  
 

FOR PRAISE AND PRAYER 
1. Pray for many ‘steps forward’ in the lives of staff, listeners and viewers. 
2. It was a great answer to prayer that in April it was possible to clear several months backlog in payment of 

broadcasting fees and close the books for the financial year April 2014-March 2015 in the black!  Continue to 
pray for God’s provision for 2015-2016. 

3. Preparations are going ahead for the annual June Lifeline outreaches with music and message. Most are held 
in public halls and are great opportunities to invite non Christians who would be hesitant to go to a church. 
Pray for many to attend and for lives to be touched.  
The dates are as follows:  
Jun 9th  Muroran  
Jun 10th Hakodate 
Jun 11th Tomakomai 

Jun 13th Obihiro 
Jun 16th Bihoro 
Jun 17th Kushiro 

Jun 19th Sapporo 
Jun 20th Asahikawa 
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