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I am a poor wayfaring stranger 
While traveling thru this world of woe 
Yet there's no sickness, toil or 
danger 
In that bright world to which I go 

I'm going there to see my father 
I'm going there no more to roam 
I'm only going over Jordan 
I'm only going over home 
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It was October 2014 and my first visit to 

 see the work of Ippo Ippo Yamada.  I was 
expecting to go out with a volunteer team to 
 a local hall  for a programme 
 of exercise, singing and  
chat over tea for  
inhabitants of 
 temporary housing 
 units, when staff  
member, Mr Otake,  
said ‘I would like you  
to stay in the café as 

 people may come who would like to meet you.’ 
  
And that is how I met N, a sad and lonely former English 
teacher with a beautiful tenor voice, who dearly loves 
religious music such as Handel’s Messiah, Negro spirituals 
and hymns, the words of which he has by heart. He is 
almost blind although he doesn’t use a white stick, and 
suffers from several major physical problems.   At our first 
meeting he took me over to the piano and accompanying 
himself sang ‘There is a balm in Gilead’ and the spiritual 
‘Wayfaring Stranger.’  ‘Home’ means ‘heaven’ he 
explained. ‘I’m only going over home’ means ‘I’m going to 
meet my Jesus.’ 
 
Next day he was back with a digital voice recorder and a request.  ‘I lost all my CDs in the tsunami. Many of 
them are irreplaceable. Would you record the words of ‘Abide with me’ for me?’ I ran upstairs for my laptop, 
searched on line for the words and then recorded them as clearly and as meaningfully as I could. N listened 
intently. ‘There were more verses there than I have heard before’ he said.  I shared the meaning of the 
verses and also the story of author and composer, Henry Lyte.  Lyte is believed to have written and set the 
hymn to music as he lay dying from tuberculosis. N listened intently and seemed moved. I explained that I 
would be introducing the words of some English songs at that evening’s English night. He wasn’t at all 
interested in Disney’s wildly popular ‘Let It Go’ but fascinated to discover that the protest song ‘We shall 
overcome’ was originally a hymn.  Lo and behold, to everyone’s surprise this elderly gentleman who 
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struggles with his sight problems to go out at night, was back at Ippo Ippo Yamada at 7pm for my ‘English 
night’.  I ended the evening with the words of Romans 8: 35-39 ‘Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? …. No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.’  As the participants chatted over tea 
afterwards, I overheard N murmouring to himself in English ‘More than conquerors, More than conquerors.’  
N is not yet a Christian. Will you pray that the words he sings and repeats to himself will become not just 
something he longs for, but a joyful  hope-filled reality rooted in a vital personal relationship with the Lord 
Jesus. In recent weeks, his mother has in a coma in hospital. He is lonelier than ever and has asked for prayer 
from Ippo Ippo staff.  
 

   In July I wrote that little 
progress seemed to have 
been made in Yamada 
towards reconstruction. 
That is no longer the case. 
Since September, the 
grassy weeds and bare 
foundations around Ippo 
Ippo Yamada have been 

replaced by construction 
equipment, piles of earth, 
ditches and workmen.  The 

ground shakes constantly to the distress of café customers who wonder 
sometimes if they are experiencing yet another earthquake.  
Volunteers staying upstairs may be woken early as loads of earth are 
trucked in from as early as 5 am.  The town is raising the ground level 
by between 2 to 3 metres.  The prefab café may soon need to find a 
new home. 

Pray: 
1. Despite the tsunami swept area of Yamada becoming a building site, new housing for displaced people is 

still a distant dream. After raising the ground level, it will take time for the ground to settle sufficiently to 
build on. Temporary housing units are intended to last 2 years.  Nearly a quarter of the population of 
Yamada are still in temporary housing after 3 years 8 months. Pray that Ippo Ippo Iwate may be a light 
and an encouragement to people with an uncomfortable present and uncertain future.  
 

2. Praise God for many volunteers and new staff both in Kamaishi and Yamada involved in a variety of 
different activities. However, there is still an urgent need for long term staff particularly a mature man or 
Christian couple with leadership and administrative skills.  
 

3. Despite the need for key staff still being unmet, there are encouraging signs of God’s work in people’s 
lives. A 6 week Bible study course was held recently in Yamada with 2-3 non Christians attending each 
time. From December 21st 2014 services will be held every week simultaneously in both Kamaishi and 
Yamada with the likelihood of this officially becoming a church with 2 meeting places from spring 2015. 
 

4. The Sapporo office is working hard on contacting churches throughout Japan with information about 
Ippo Ippo Iwate. Pray Japanese churches will catch the vision and pray and give generously. Pray for 
board head, Pastor Matsumoto of Hokuei church as he networks with pastors throughout Japan while 
carrying many other heavy responsibilities . 
 

Miriam Davis on behalf of Ippo Ippo Iwate 

Yamada cafe slap bang in the middle of a 
massive construction site 

mailto:jp.jhqadmin@omfmail.com

