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New birth into a living hope! 
 
Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection  
of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

I Peter 1:3   
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pril in Japan in Japan sees the start of a 
new school year, new financial year 
and moves for 
many people to 

new jobs and new 
locations.  As Ippo  
Ippo Iwate moves 
 into the second year 

 of ministry  in Yamada and Kamaishi  under  Japanese  
leadership it continues to face many challenges but is also  
experiencing encouragements. 
 

A new birth!  More Bibles needed! 
 

March 25th 2015 saw the official 
start of the Sanriku Nozomi 

(‘hope’) Christ Church. 
Sanriku is the geographical 
name for the coastal area 
while ‘Nozomi ’ expresses the 
desire that hope in Jesus may be 

brought to devastated lives through the  
work of Ippo Ippo Iwate and the 

     church. Services are being held weekly in two places – the volunteer centre in    
Kamaishi and the prefab café in Yamada. In Yamada it is exciting to hear that 
in recent weeks they have run out of Bibles! 4 non Christians are attending 

regularly and on Sunday 29th March there were an additional 6 who had been before and plan to come again. 
Staff member, Mr Otaki comments ‘They struggle to find the hymns and the Bible passages but seem to be 
enjoying themselves.’ With staff there was a total attendance of 16!  
 
Pray for the Sunday services each week in Kamaishi and Yamada with Pastor Takahashi and Hong Kong 
missionary Yam Li alternating as speakers. And for many to be born again into a living hope. 

A 

A ministry bringing practical and emotional support along with the good news of Jesus 
to lives devastated by the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami of March 11th 2011. 

 
 

Praying for leader Pastor Takahashi 

Mar 25th 2015 opening ceremony 
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YamadaTown 
Population: 16,917 

Temporary housing units in 43 
places 

Temporary housing 
inhabitants: 3,954 

‘Praise God for a 
great Kids Club 

where they really 
listened (to a 

message on the 
resurrection).The 
timing was great 
with the spring 

holiday.’        
Margaret Rugira 

 
“Many of the victims of the 3/11 
catastrophe are still living though 
crisis, stress and feelings of 
hopelessness for a happy future…. 
 the national average for clinical 
depression is 15 percent, whereas 
according to a recently published 
medical research report, the figure 
in the Tohoku region  is 24 percent 
and rising.”  

Psychologist, March 2015  
 

New activities 
OMF missionaries, Minnie and Margaret are 
church planting in Hanamaki in inland Iwate 
but run English classes twice a month at the 

Yamada. They have also started a monthly 
Saturday Joy Kids club. No one came the first 

time but the second event in March was well attended 
by 17 children who thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Pray they will come again. 
  
 New locations 
Mrs S was an English student of OMFer Rowena McGinty at Ippo Ippo Yamada during its OMF days. Making a 
flying visit to Iwate for the Sanriku Nozomi church opening, Rowena was able to meet up with her again just 
before her move inland to the city of Morioka where her son will attend a special needs high school. This 
meeting was well timed as Christians from Morioka were also attending the ceremony and reception and 

Rowena was able to introduce them to Mrs S. 
 
Mrs T is another lady who for family needs moved inland from 
Kamaishi to the city of Hanamaki. Traumatised by the tsunami she 
could not pluck up courage to go out of her house for many months. 
Then a leaflet about a cooking class at the new OMF church plant 
nearby dropped through the letter box. Somehow she felt this was 
something she could go to. Almost a year on, she is believing and a 
changed person.  As people from devastated areas are forced to 
move for one reason or another, do pray for divine appointments in 
their new locations. That Mrs S will be another Mrs T. 
 
 

 years have passed since the tsunami.   In Kamaishi some people are already moving out of temporary 
housing to new homes.  A welcome development but one which brings along with it further disruption 
in community relationships so badly affected by the triple disaster of March 11, 2011. Many 

temporary housing inhabitants are elderly and it is not easy for them to build new relationships as they lose 
ties with fellow sufferers in temporary housing on top of those broken by the disaster itself.  New homes are 
won by lottery.  Barriers of envy or guilt inevitably arise between the lucky ones who get the prized new 
home and those that have to wait.  This is where volunteers can help provide activities in community centres 
or temporary housing units that foster community networking and friendship building.  
 
In Yamada, the situation is different. No houses have been built yet nor 
are they likely to be in the near future. In a town with a 
population of under 17,000, nearly 4000 people are still living 
in temporary housing units in 43 different places (April 2014 
statistics).  Homes that were only intended to provide 
emergency accommodation for 2 years look likely to become 
semi permanent. Praise for 2 single ladies, Miss Akaishi and Miss 
Takada joining the local staff team in April but much more could be done 
with more staff. There is still an urgent need for long term staff particularly a mature Christian couple with 
skills in spiritual leadership and administration.  
Pray also for 1000 Japanese financial supporters (and thank God for 600 in 2014).  In its first year Ippo Ippo 
was greatly helped by gifts from overseas and starting funds from OMF.  Pray that more churches and 
individuals throughout Japan will catch the vision to pray and give generously.  

Miriam Davis on behalf of Ippo Ippo Iwate 
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