
 
From Miriam Davis, March 27th 2015 
E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 

101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 
 
‘Miriam, there’s a Japanese lady at the door wanting to know about the church. Can you talk to her?’ It was 
mid October and a group of OMF missionaries of a variety of nationalities were cleaning up after a 
conference at Hokuei church. Mrs A (60) later said she thought she had suddenly been transported to a 
foreign country!  I assured her that Sundays was only Japanese with the exception of myself and one other 
family! She asked many questions and subsequently turned up every Sunday but one till mid January. She 
bought a Bible and seemed eager to participate in weekday activities as well. She had some background in 
church going and was much further down the road in spiritual understanding than most newcomers. What 
a great disappointment it was when she suddenly stopped coming. For a while we did not discover the real 
reason. Then it transpired that she felt she had said too much about herself at some meeting and was now 
too embarrassed to come to church. She has said she is reading the Bible at home. She evidently carries 
deep hurts from the past. Do pray that this lady will have courage to come back to church and/or to meet 
with our pastors’ wife, Hanna, for Bible study.  
 
Mrs B (early 60s) accosted me in a café one day last summer. She wanted to know where I was from and 
was overjoyed when I said ‘England.’ It turned out she is completely addicted to anything British and had 
even visited the Cotswolds with her husband 3 years ago.  ‘Do you teach English?’ she asked. ‘No,’ I replied. 
‘I teach the Bible.’ Amazingly she then said that her parents had been Christians although she herself had 
never felt impacted as a child by anything that went on at church. I have met with Mr and Mrs B a number 
of times over the past 7 months. They moved to Hokkaido from Tokyo to retire a couple of years ago but 
Mrs B has not coped at all well with the transition and is struggling emotionally. When I shared the parable 
of the house on the rock and the house on the sand, she said, ‘That’s me - the house on the sand. I’ve 
completely lost my foundations in life.’ 
 
For your prayers: 
 

1. Preaching at Hokuei church on April 26th, May 10th and May 17th.  
2. Saturday April 25th: Presentation on behalf of the Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast Ministry at the Japan Freewill 

Baptist Churches Hokkaido Believers’ Conference. I know several pastors in this church group but it will be my 
first contact with believers from their churches. Pray for other opportunities to promote the ministry of 
Lifeline TV and Light of the World radio amongst Japanese Christians and encourage them in evangelism.  

3. Pray for suitable new tenants for my Gloucester flat when the current ones leave on 10th May.  
4. Some of you wrote after February’s prayer news bulletin to say you were praying for Mrs Otomo (83). At the 

end of February she clearly told me she would not come to church anymore, that the ties that bind her 
through her husband’s ashes to the Buddhist temple and monthly priest visits to pray for him at the home 
Buddhist altar are not ones she can break. Her words to me on the phone also indicated that it will be 
difficult for me to maintain even the friendship we have had over many years.  

5. Pray that Mrs A and Mr and Mrs B (for confidentiality reasons I have not used their real names), may find 
healing in the gospel and for wisdom for myself and others. Also for the 5 other non Christian ladies I meet 
regularly or irregularly with.  

 
And finally, do watch a great 3 and a half minute video testifying to 150 years of God's faithfulness to CIM and OMF 
International. From Hudson Taylor in 1865 to our current ministry across the world, see how God has been at work to 
bring people into his kingdom:  https://vimeo.com/120673172 
 

With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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