
 
From Miriam Davis, February 2015 

E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 
101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 

 
Remember my friend of 27 years, Mrs Otomo (82), who recently seemed to be showing such interest in the 
gospel and was coming regularly to church? It was January 19th 2015. ‘Did Mrs Otomo come to church 
today?’ I asked eagerly. I had been away preaching in the morning at another church but had asked friends 
to look out for Mrs Otomo if she came. I was disappointed at the negative reply that came back. Next week 
I was also away and she didn’t come. Back in Sapporo I phoned several times but got no answer and she 
wasn’t there on Sunday 3 either. ‘She must be away,’ I thought. In week 4 I phoned her mobile and 
discovered that she was not away but had simply decided to stop her landline!  Relieved, I asked hopefully, 
‘Can you come tomorrow?’  Sadly, the response revealed that Mrs Otomo had seemingly had a change of 
heart.  Since her husband died in October, a Buddhist priest has been coming to her home to offer prayers 
at the Buddhist altar on the monthly anniversary, a practice that usually continues for 2 years. Mrs Otomo, 
like most Japanese, is undoubtedly following the normal custom without any real religious commitment or 
understanding. It is simply what you do at such times. She doesn’t know this priest and if the experience of 
other Japanese friends is anything to go by, she won’t understand a word of the prayers he chants. However, 
she is friends with this priest’s son and possibly under some obligation to him. ‘I can’t ask the priest not to 
come,’ she says, ‘but at the same time it isn’t right for me to be involved in both Buddhism and Christianity.’  
She didn’t come to church next day either. It is a big disappointment and I keep thinking of those in the 
parable of the sower who received the word so gladly but then fell away under the heat of the day or the 
cares of the world. I will continue to pray and invite from time to time and would ask that you might do the 
same. My calling is the same as that of the prophet Ezekiel to ‘Go … and speak ….whether they listen or fail 
to listen (Ezekiel 3:11).’ Pray I will continue to be faithful in sharing the good news regardless of the results. 
 
On a more encouraging note I had a very good trip to Nagoya in the second half of January. I had lots of 
encouraging conversations and was able to leave a book or a DVD or both with everyone I met. After 30 
years there was so much about the city that was unrecognizable. The school where I taught for 4 years has 
been rebuilt on the same site and so even that was unfamiliar but the years fled away as I met up old 
colleagues, students and friends and memories came flooding back.  
 
For your prayers: 

1. Weekly Wednesday introductory Bible study– currently 2 ladies are attending intermittently, rarely 
together! - Mrs Sakai (88) and Mrs Seino (69). Thanks that things are getting a little more relaxed as 
we get to know each other. Mrs Sato (60) has been invited but has not made it yet. Mrs Sato is a not 
yet Christian who first came to church in October last year and attended without fail till January 
with apparently real spiritual hunger. It has been another disappointment to discover that she has 
to travel to care for an elderly mother in another city at weekends when there is no nursing care 
available. Mrs Sato is an only child. It would be good if she could come to the Wednesday Bible 
study. She is already attending the monthly English with Bible class.  

2. Preparation for individual or small group Bible studies, the monthly English and Bible circle 
(February 18th and March 18th), and the weekly adult Sunday School class.  

3. No preaching in February but preparing ahead for March 15th at Hokuei church and March 29th 
elsewhere on behalf of the Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast.  

 
With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 

 

 

mailto:miriam.davis@omfmail.com

	From Miriam Davis, February 2015
	E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com

