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The following testimony was published in the monthly Japanese ‘Light of the World’ newsletter for January 2015 – a 
great encouragement as we enter another New Year.  
 
‘I was 28 years old when my mother died very suddenly of a brain hemorrhage while at work. She was only 53 years 
old.  I was overwhelmed with grief and shock. I had been working away from home in Sapporo and rarely visited 
home or got in touch. After my Mum’s death, I blamed myself for not doing so and struggled with a heavy sense of 
regret and guilt for years. I kept thinking that if I had kept in touch with my Mum better this tragedy would not have 
happened.   In an attempt to forget I began to drink and smoke heavily. Inevitably this affected my ability to cope 
with daily life and eventually I had to leave the company I worked for. I moved from job to job but with no financial 
leeway, began to borrow money. Before I knew it the loan repayments had snowballed into an amount that was 
impossible to repay. I was like a sail flapping in the wind with no rope to hold it down, blown wherever the wind took 
me in a completely abandoned, indulgent fashion. I was a bundle of anxiety and loneliness.  
 
Physically and emotionally at the end of my tether, I came across the TV programme Lifeline one Sunday morning. 
Usually I would be sleeping like the dead but that morning the smiling face and heartfelt words of the Christian 
pastor brought a ray of light and warmth to my heart.   He spoke on Matthew 11:28-30.  
 
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light." 
 
The 30 minute talk was more than long enough to capture my heart. God promises rest to anyone who listens to Him 
and obeys Him! The heaviness lifted as I listened.  I discovered a white building with a cross on it just behind the 
supermarket where I always shopped and started going to church.  I heard the parable of the lost sheep and realized 
I was that lost sheep. People I did not know welcomed me warmly and through Bible study I received assurance of 
salvation. I was baptised on April 16th 2006.  

By Mr Hikaru Maruyama, member of Sapporo Heiwa no Fukuin Church 
 

FOR PRAISE AND PRAYER 
 

1. Praise God for the way He used Lifeline in the life of Mr Maruyama and pray for the gospel broadcasts to 
continue to reach many non Christians in a similar way. 

2. Give thanks for 3 churches visited on behalf of the Gospel Broadcast ministry in November and December 
2014  and for 3 planned visits in January and March by Miriam Davis and Pastor Matsuda. The usual pattern 
is to preach and then give a brief presentation following the service. We take along evangelistic books and 
DVDs of Lifeline programmes for sale, aiming to encourage Christians to use these tools in personal 
evangelism.  

3. As we near the end of the financial year in March pray that all our financial needs will be supplied and for 
wisdom at the next board meetings on February 17th and March 17th.  
 

Miriam Davis on behalf of the Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast Ministry Board 
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