
 
From Miriam Davis, January 2015          

E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 
101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 

 
‘Why is your hair completely white?’  
The 5 year old boy was persistent in his questioning but 
while I was still fumbling for an answer a little girl jumped 
in with ‘Because she’s a granny!’  
 
This was perhaps the highlight of a successful trip to the 
nursery school in December. Thank you so much for 
praying for many December events of which this children’s 
one for me was perhaps the most challenging. Each event 
went well and many non Christians heard a clear gospel 
message in a variety of situations and different churches.  
 
Speaking of those of ‘granny’ age some of my older 
Japanese friends struggle with loneliness. ‘Sometimes I don’t talk to anyone for days and so when I do speak to 
someone my voice comes out all croaky,’ said Mrs Sakai who is 88 and one of those who has attended the 
Wednesday introductory Bible study.  She has to get a bus to church (a challenge with the snow and ice of a 
Sapporo winter) and suffers from angina and sometimes some confusion about dates and times. Pray she will be able 
to come. When she first came to church she wrote that she was searching for ‘peace of heart’. She has a son who is a 
Catholic believer. 
 
Mrs Ootomo (82) who has been to church a number of times recently, told me about a very snowy day when I went 
to pick her up. ‘I was fed up being at home all day alone so I decided to take the bus somewhere and have lunch out. 
Otherwise I just watch TV all day. But when I got to the bus stop to find a notice saying no buses were running as the 
roads were impassible. I have lived here for 30 years but I never remember that happening before.’ Another lonely 
day after New Year, she took the bus downtown to a large department store but every restaurant had long queues 
and so she had to return home without lunch. Pray that snow and ice will not prevent her coming to church by bus 
and that along with growing in spiritual understanding she will make good friends at Hokuei.  
 

For your prayers: 
1. 11th Jan Preaching at Hokuei church 
2. Weekly Wednesday introductory Bible study restarting 7th January– 3 ladies (Mrs Sakai, Mrs Seino and Mrs 

Sato) may potentially attend. This new group has been rather hard going, not knowing who will come and 
how they will respond. The one person I was sure would come turned out to be unable to do so. Pray for 
regular attendance and a relaxed, open atmosphere as we all get to know each other.  

3. 18th Jan Preaching at a church in Chitose city (an hour away) on behalf of the Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast 
Ministry.  

4. 19th – 31st Jan : Visiting Nagoya (I hour 45 mins plane ride from Sapporo) . This is my first trip for 25 years to 
Nagoya where I worked as an English teacher from 1980-1984. I will be meeting several former teacher 
colleagues all now retired, 2 former students, friends from the church I used to attend and several people in 
surrounding cities I have never actually met but have been asked to contact. Most are not Christians. It has 
been in my heart and mind for a while to visit Nagoya once more before I retire in 2017 and I see it as a sort 
of ‘mission trip’. Please pray that I may accomplish the purpose of the ‘mission’ ie to share something of the 
love of God with each one I meet whether through conversation or the gift of a Christian book or DVD. 

5. There is always preparation to do for individual or small group Bible studies, the monthly English and Bible 
circle, and the adult Sunday School class not meeting in January but weekly again from February 1st.  

 
With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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