
 
From Miriam Davis, September 6th 2014 

E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 
101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 

 
I wonder what images the month of August left in your mind this year. It is summer holiday time here as elsewhere in 
the world, but fun for many was marred by fierce lashings from several typhoons with consequent flooding, 
landslides and loss of life. August is also the time Japan remembers Hiroshima and Nagasaki as well as the annual 
Buddhist festival of Obon. Most of Japan seems to be on the move as people go back to their family homes for 
ceremonies at the graves of their ancestors. Although most Japanese, when questioned, are very vague about what 
happens when they die, the issue of graves, ashes and prayers for the dead can loom very large in their minds.  
 
Mrs Otomo (81) is one who struggles with what will happen to her when she dies. I have known her for 27 years 
since the days she attended an English class at Wakaba church. Over the years she and her younger sister (both 
former primary school heads) have happily attended Christmas events but never shown any deeper interest. Her 
husband (a former university lecturer) is in hospital as a result of a stroke and Alzheimers. He will be buried with his 
ancestors on the main island of Honshu. However, Mrs Otomo is very anxious about her own future. To be buried 
with her husband, it seems, is not an option. She has no grave of her own and no children to offer prayers for her 
after she dies. ‘I would like my ashes to be buried with others and not alone’ she said. Twice a year Hokuei church has 
a memorial service remembering members who have gone to be the Lord – appropriately on Easter Sunday at church, 
and then on the Sunday after the August Obon holiday at the church graveyard. Being aware of Mrs Otomo’s 
anxieties, I invited her to come with me to the afternoon 
service at the graveyard. She was clearly moved by the hymns, 
the reading out of a testimony from the life of one member 
who had died and the brief talk. She was so amazed that Pastor 
Matsumoto spoke to her by name! (We had been praying for 
her at the church prayer meeting.) As a result, she seems to 
have decided to come to church every Sunday.  She was there 
on August 31st for the first time. She shared how lonely she 
feels and is clearly seeking. Hokuei is not the nearest church 
and she has a 15 minute drive which will not be so easy for her 
in winter or as she gets older. But for the time being she wants 
to attend the same church as me and feels relieved that she 
can be somewhat anonymous in a church the size of Hokuei. It 
is very exciting to see a response after all these years of 
friendship. Do pray for her and my ongoing contact with her. 

 
For your prayers: 

• Sadly I have not been able to meet with Miss Keiko Goto since I last wrote although she has been to church a 
couple of times. Praise that the Yamaguchi twins are attending services more regularly.   

• Weekly Adult Sunday School class on heaven and hell. 
• Sept 21st Preaching in Takikawa, about an hour away on the motorway. Group from Hokuei church 

distributing leaflets door to door in the afternoon.  
• Sept 22-23 Hokkaido churches believers’ conference (about 300 attending?). I will have3 minutes to speak 

about the Gospel Broadcast ministry and also will be selling DVDs of Lifeline programmes and books. 
• October 7-9 Pastors and missionaries conference , Oct 13-15 Hokkaido OMF misssionary conference 
• October 18-28 Trip to Iwate prefecture in October to see the work of Ippo Ippo Iwate (practical and 

emotional support and outreach ministry) and visit some of the areas devastated by the Great East Japan 
Earthquake and tsunami of March 11, 2011. I will do 2 outreach events using English on October 21st and 22nd 
in the evenings. God has given me some ideas that should be workable but lots of preparation is still needed. 

With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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