
 
From Miriam Davis, August 2014 

E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 
101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 

 
‘For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, 

so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.’   Eph 2:8-10 

 
Miss Keiko Goto arrived for Bible study on June 27thclutching a piece of paper with the above verse on it, asking for 
clarification of its meaning. I explained as best I could but the light just didn’t seem to go on. When someone has no 
concept of sin it is naturally difficult to see the need for salvation. I was therefore pleasantly surprised when Keiko 
arrived the next Friday still clutching the same piece of paper and started talking, in what was for her, a very 
animated and excited fashion. She said: 
 
‘I was walking home last week thinking angrily about these verses which I just could not understand. I was feeling 
especially irritated by the bit about not boasting in works, when my eyes fell on a commuter pass lying on the ground. 
Usually I look straight ahead so it was unusual to even see it. I picked it up but there was no address, only a card for 
the local dentist inside. So I took the pass along to the dentist and they promised to telephone the person in question. 
I felt proud of having done something good and then realised that was what Ephesians 2: 9 meant. I realised I DO 
have a tendency to boast in my works.’ I was thrilled at this tiny evidence of God working in Keiko’s life and 
commented that God has a sense of humour. She was somewhat taken aback as God is still a somewhat terrifying 
personality to her. She has a long way to go in spiritual understanding but praise God for every little step.  

 
For your prayers: 

• Weekly Adult Sunday School class (see 
photo.) Pray attendees will benefit as 
much as I am from the studies! 
Currently we are looking at what Jesus 
teaches about heaven and hell. 

• Praise that young Christian Mrs I wants 
to start Bible study again after the 
death of her strong Buddhist father in 
late June. Pray for a deeper 
understanding of what being a Christian 
means. Teenage son, Keigo (14), was 
deeply shocked when a schoolmate 
drowned in the sea on 19th July and 

came to church the next day with his Mum. Usually he has school sports activities on Sundays but pray he 
may be able to come again. 

• Aug. 10th Preaching at Hokuei church.  
• Sept. 21st Preaching in Takikawa, about an hour away on the motorway. A team go from Hokuei each year to 

encourage a small church in a city with declining population and few young people. 
• Planning for a trip to Iwate prefecture in October to see the work of Ippo Ippo Iwate (practical and emotional 

support and outreach ministry) and visit some of the areas devastated by the Great East Japan Earthquake 
and tsunami of March 11th, 2011. It is possible I may organize some kind of activity for local people using 
English. I need wisdom. 

• Praise that the Yamaguchi twins (35), English circle member Mrs Sakai (88), Miss Keiko Goto and her mother 
have all been to church again since I last wrote.  Pray they may come regularly. 

 
With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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