
 
From Miriam Davis, June 2014 

E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 
101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 

 
It is fun experiencing Japan through the eyes of a first time visitor and I recently enjoyed being a tourist for 
2 weeks along with a brother and sister in law, Murray and Judith. Here are just a few things they were 
amazed at: cranes working hard at levelling snow mountains in Sapporo in temperatures of 30°C; high tech 
toilets; chirping bird songs at pedestrian crossings and traffic lights; singing household appliances; the 
politeness of the Japanese and excellent service. (Judith couldn’t get over the fact that the conductor on 
the bullet train takes his hat off and bows as he enters and exits a railway carriage irrespective of whether 
the seats are facing him or anyone is paying attention!) There is no space to tell more of what we did but 
even for me there were a few firsts such as dressing up as a samurai warrior. It was very special to be able 
to spend so much quality time together and I am very grateful for your prayers for their trip. 

 
Returning from holiday it was very encouraging to hear that 88 year old Mrs 
Sakai, a member of my monthly English conversation group, had came to a 
church service for the first time. She wrote on the welcome card that she 
was looking for peace. We have invited her again and I will be looking for 
opportunities to get to know her apart from the monthly English class.  
 
The Yamaguchi twins were also in church both Sundays I was away – the first 
time in a while. You may remember they seem to live in fear of their father. I 
continue to pray for their father to go out regularly on Sunday mornings but 
perhaps a better prayer would be for them to have the courage to go out 
even when he is at home.   
 
I would love to see 84 year old neighbour, Araki san, being able to find her 

way to church alone but memory problems make that unlikely. This was a conversation we had recently as 
we walked to the weekday church lunch.  

Me:    Do you remember how to get to church?   
Mrs Araki:  No, but it is fun not knowing where you are going.   
Me:   Be careful you don’t end up somewhere you don’t want to go.   
Mrs Araki:  Oh, I trust people from the church. You are near to God! 

 
In addition to the ladies above, here are a few upcoming events for your prayers: 

• Adult Sunday School class. It is 8 weeks since we started and around 15 people are attending as and 
when they can which I find very encouraging  

• June 27th (Fri)    Introducing the Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast Ministry to OMF workers 
    new to Japan at the Japanese Language and Culture Centre. 

• Jun 29th, August 10th  Preaching at Hokuei church 
• July 7-8th   Bi-monthly overnight pastors’ meeting  
• July 16th   Monthly English conversation circle with 15 minute gospel message   
• July 19th-26th  Visit from brother Howard also on his first trip to Japan but in his case                  

following an academic conference  
 

With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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