
 
 

From Miriam Davis, APRIL 25th 2014 
E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 

101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 
 
My hairdresser: ‘I see a frightening dream sometimes. There are 2 escalators in front of me. There are 
crowds of people on both escalators. On the left they are heading for hell and on the right for heaven. In 
my dream I’m being inexorably pulled towards the escalator going to hell! I wake up just as I am about to 
get on it!’  
 
I was chatting to the lady washing my hair when she told me about her dream. She has triplets aged 7 and 
confesses to not knowing how to answer their questions about life and death, especially a recent one about 
reincarnation. In the light of my weekly adult Sunday School class on Heaven and Hell, this was a fascinating 
insight into what one non Christian Japanese felt about heaven and hell.  One of the most popular picture 
books for small children is a frightening visual presentation of the horrors of hell apparently aimed at 
scaring them into being good! But neither heaven nor hell in traditional Buddhist thinking is eternal. My 
class at church is for Christians and focuses on Biblical teaching but at the same time both they and I need 
an understanding of popular non Christian understanding of these topics. We started appropriately on 
Easter Sunday morning. 12 came and 5 more who were involved in Sunday school, preparing music for the 
service or preparing lunch requested a handout. One even recorded the study on a digital voice recorder so 
she could listen to it later. It is good to see people hungry to study the Bible. Do continue to pray for my 
preparation, choice of topics and passages and for blessing for those who attend.  
 
Recently an OMF colleague kindly put lots of time into making a 5 minute video with me which I hope gives 
a useful introduction to what I do. If you have the facilities to do so, please do download either of the 
following links. You will need to extract/unzip the files. Please feel free to share the video letter in churches, 
prayer groups etc. And do let me know if you watch it (and of course, if you have any problems.)   
Windows users (280 MB):https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/2569764/Miriam_VideoLetter_April2014.wmv.zip 
Mac users (401 MB):https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/2569764/Miriam_VideoLetter_big.m4v.zip 
 
I have had a dream too but one which is of a somewhat different nature from that of my hairdresser!  For 
some time now I have been praying that my brother Murray would be able to visit me in Japan. Until 
recently this seemed unlikely but Murray (the third of my 4 older brothers) and Judith, his wife, will now be 
visiting Japan for the first time for 2 weeks in May and June which is very exciting. My next prayer news will 
not be until after their visit is over but in the meantime, below are some things for you to pray for.   
 
For your prayers: 

• One-to-one or two-to-one Bible study times with Christian, Mrs I (back at church, praise God, but 
Dad with terminal cancer so Bible study currently on hold); and 3 not yet Christians- the Yamaguchi 
twins and Miss Goto.  

• Adult Sunday School class (Heaven and Hell) each Sunday 9:20-10am (main service 10:15) except  
when I am on holiday 

• May 18th & Jun 29th Preach Hokuei 
• May 5th-9th  Short break at OMF holiday house 
• May 21st-Jun 4th  With Murray and Judith, my brother and his wife in Tokyo and Hokkaido 
• May 14th & June 21st Monthly English conversation circle with 15 minute one point gospel  

message in Japanese  
With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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