
 
 

From Miriam Davis, MARCH 2014 
E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 

101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 
 
March is the end of the school and business year in Japan and a time of comings and goings. In Sapporo it is also the 
season of the big melt. For several weeks the roads have been awash and mucky mountains of snow here there and 
everywhere are shrinking rapidly as day time temperatures rise above freezing. Cars frequently get stuck in slushy 
ruts on the side roads around my flat and many people are out with ice picks chipping away at obstinate blocks of ice 
in front of their houses. I find myself getting quite excited about seeing concrete instead of snow on the main roads!  
  
March is now also the month when Japan poignantly remembers the unforgettable triple disaster of March 11th 2011 
– the Great East Japan Earthquake, tsunami and nuclear accident which took the lives of nearly 20,000 people.  
Unlike most of my OMF colleagues and Japanese church members, I knew I did not have the physical or emotional 
stamina to volunteer with the OMF relief project in the devastated areas. However, 3 years on, in a surprising turn of 
events, God has given me a very minor but yet clear role to play in a new project being set up by the Japanese church 
which will take over the relief ministry started by OMF in Iwate prefecture in 2011. 267,000 people remain in 
makeshift temporary accommodation throughout Japan, reconstruction of devastated areas is slow and we can still 
make a contribution to the lives of devastated people. By writing English newsletters I hope to be an advocate on 
behalf of this project dispersing information through OMF to the wider world outside Japan. I will be sending the first 
Ippo Ippo Iwate newsletter together with this prayer news bulletin. 
 
A leaflet through the letter box advertised a sale of eggs at the local supermarket. Mrs Ito thought, ‘Great, tomorrow 
is the day when we do Easter egg decorating at church so I’ll get my eggs cheap!’ In the supermarket, she bumped 
into a friend she had previously worked with, who had also come to buy cheap eggs.  ‘We are doing egg decorating 
at church tomorrow. Would you like to come?’ said Mrs Ito. Everyone was delighted when Mrs Goto did indeed turn 
up at church on March 19th for our ladies’ outreach event. Unusually for someone at church for the first time she 
seemed to be ease and chatted happily with ladies she had never met before. Mrs Ito had not told Mrs Goto there 
would be a short Bible talk but Mrs Goto apparently said she appreciated the opportunity to hear about the meaning 
of Easter as well as to have some fun. For me the most encouraging thing is to see Japanese Christians reaching out 
to friends and experiencing the joy of them coming to church and responding in some tiny way to the gospel.    
 
For your prayers: 

• One-to-one or two-to-one Bible study times with Christian, Mrs I (currently not attending church) and 3 not 
yet Christians- the Yamaguchi twins and Miss Goto.  

• I have been meeting regularly with young Christian Mrs Kodama, since Christmas. However, she moves to a 
remote place with no church at the beginning of April to care for her elderly parents (not Christians).  The 
house has no internet, she does not drive and it is 40 minutes walk to the nearest bus stop so opportunities 
for fellowship and spiritual input are few.  She hopes to attend service at Hokuei once every 2 months. Pray 
that she will listen to our services on CD on the other weeks. 

• Monthly English conversation circle with one point gospel message in Japanese.  
• From April I will be teaching an adult Sunday school class each Sunday from 9:20-10am (main service from 

10:15). I have chosen the theme of Heaven (and Hell). Prayers are appreciated for preparation. 
• Some events and dates: 

 
April 8th and 17th   Gospel Broadcast board/committee meetings  
April 27th, May 18th   Preach at Hokuei church 
April 22nd- 23rd  Hokkaido JECA (Japan Evangelical Churches’ Association) Pastors’ meeting 
 

With love and thanks for your prayers, from Miriam 
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