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‘God loves a cheerful giver’ 
November 29th 2013. Pastor Yamaguchi, who chairs the Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast Ministry Board was 
handed a large gift of money at a meeting.  Inside was a letter from a Japanese Christian. She wrote:  

 
I work in a barbers’ shop and I always listen to Light of the Word radio from 6:20-30am every 
Sunday morning as I clean the shop floors. I was concerned about the financial needs and 
wondered if there was anything I could do, perhaps giving the money that I had saved to enjoy 
retirement, but I never did anything about it.  On November 22nd my daily Bible reading was about 
the attitude of the Macedonian church towards giving despite its poverty.  After going to a house 
group that day, I decided to ‘lay up treasure in heaven’. After all, anything I have has been given me 
by God anyway, so I was able to think of returning what is His with joy.  The following Sunday the 
sermon was on the story of the widow’s mite.  I give this gift with the prayer that the gospel 
broadcast ministry with continue for many years to come.  

 
Telephone Light of the World 
With many gifts like this December ended with finances in a much better situation than they had been for 
several months. It was also possible to replace the system that provides a daily 3 minute telephone gospel 
message service in December when the old machine broke down completely. 2 ladies in my own church 
anxiously asked what had happened when they found they could no longer access the service. As a result I 
discovered that both depend a great deal on Telephone Light of the World for encouragement. Miss E (late 
20’s) listens on her mobile phone in her lunch hour and is renewed for the afternoon’s work which does 
not come easily to her. In Hokkaido about 800 calls a month are made to Telephone Light of the World. 
Throughout Japan 86,424 telephone calls were made to s in 2012 (Aug 2013 statistics). Nobody knows how 
many people this represents and what percentage are Christians as opposed to non Christians. But this is a 
ministry which is obviously having an impact.   
  
For Praise and Prayer: 

1. Pray for the Japanese pastors who prepare new 3 minute telephone messages 7 times a week.  
2. Praise for financial encouragements over the past couple of months and pray that we will reach the 

end of the financial year on March 31st in the black. 
3. Viewers and listeners continue to be helped by the weekly Lifeline TV and Light of the World radio 

broadcasts as the following comments testify: 
‘My parents refuse to allow me to go to church so I am grateful that I can learn about the 
Bible from Light of the World. Thank you.’ (From January 2014 Japanese newsletter) 

 Pray that the lives of many others may be touched in a similar way.  
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