
 
 

From Miriam Davis, January 13th 2014 
E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 

101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 
 
Greetings from the freezer.  My phone informed me that it was -15°C in Sapporo at 8am this morning but thankfully 
by midday it had moved up to -7°C!  The snow bank outside my first floor study window grows by the day and I am 
beginning to wonder if I will have any view other than snow by the end of the winter! Fortunately Hokkaido is used to 
snow and life continues as normal as long as you allow lots of time to get wherever you need to go. I am grateful for 
my garage, road heating and well insulated apartment although the first gas and kerosene bill came as a bit of a 
shock!  
 
After a quiet start to the New Year (the main holiday period and 
family time for Japanese), the days are gradually filling up again. 
Before returning to Japan in the autumn I took a couple of days 
away to pray and prepare for my new term of service. God laid the 
following on my heart as personal goals for the next 4 years: 
 

1. To continue growing myself as a disciple 
2. To be involved in intentional discipleship of others – i.e. to 

take people from wherever they are on their personal journey 
and help them to know God, follow faithfully and make Him 
known. 

 
I am finding these goals very helpful in deciding who to spend time with. Mrs I was baptised at Christmas in 2010. 
Concerned that she had not been in church on Sundays since I returned in October, I met up with her at the end of 
the year. As a result she has been back to church and we plan to meet once or twice a month during the week for a 
while. She said ‘I felt as though I had been struggling along all alone.’ Mrs K likewise is a new Christian but is in church 
every week and seemed to be doing well. Over a cup of tea at Hazy Moon I discovered that was not the case. When I 
suggested she might like to meet again, her face lit up and she said ‘I have been asking God for someone I could 
share anything with.’ I did pre and post baptism studies with both these ladies but am reminded again that baptism is 
just the first step and these ladies need a helping hand on a one to one basis in order to move on as disciples. 
 

For your prayers: 
1. For wisdom in helping Mrs I (40’s) and Mrs K (50s) with their respective needs to grow as disciples. I aim to 

meet with each once or twice a month for a few months. 
2. For once a month Bible studies with identical twins Mayuko and Yuriko Yamaguchi (36). Would you pray with 

me for the salvation of their father who is the cause of much psychological trauma in the family and a barrier 
to them coming to church on Sundays. They came on Christmas Eve as he got drunk and went to sleep!  

3. Miss Goto (47) is a lady with many questions who I am trying to get to know. She has been attending Hokuei 
church on and off for a year. I would like to meet with her weekly if possible.  

4. Church member, Mr Chiba, attends an English conversation circle of retired people. They are very keen for 
me to be involved but as things work at present I would not be allowed to talk about Christianity or even 
invite them to church. So I suggested an English class (they are total beginners which will be hard work!) at 
church to also include a Bible time in Japanese.  So far 7 people have expressed interest but we have not 
worked out any details. Please pray for wisdom. 

5. On February 1st I have the opportunity to share about the Hokkaido Gospel Broadcast Ministry in two 50 
minute lecture periods at the Hokkaido Bible Institute. I will also speak at chapel. Pray I may be able to 
impart a vision for media evangelism to future Japanese pastors. Currently there are 13 in full time study.  

 
With love and thanks for your prayers,  

from Miriam 
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