
 
From Miriam Davis, November 11th 2013 

 
E mail: miriam.davis@omfmail.com 

101, Hazy Moon, Shin Kotoni 6 Jo 13-2-30, Kita Ku, Sapporo 001-0906, Japan 
 

‘This must be the back door’ we said, (‘we’ being the estate agent, 
myself and a Japanese friend). But having trotted back out to the road 
and discovering no other entrance, we rightly concluded that the 
entrance that didn’t look like an entrance was where we were supposed 
to go in and up to the stairs to the first floor flat that was for rent. This 
was my first introduction to ‘Hazy Moon’ a small block of five flats 
which has become my home for the next 4 years.  Many Western 
friends have commented on the poetic name. The choice of English 
words obviously means something to the owner but I get some puzzled 
looks whenever I have to say my new address out loud as the foreign 

words don’t register at all with the average Japanese! Hazy Moon was the 11th out of 12 flats we visited –none of the 
others came anywhere near meeting most of my requirements so it was a relief to find this one. It is only 6 years old, 
5 minutes walk from the church, has a garage and road heating under the pavement between the garage and the 
road (relieving me of my anxieties about snow shovelling) and has 3 rooms, more spacious than any flat I have rented 
in Japan before. My bedroom and living room sadly look out onto a blank wall but I am grateful for the sight of a few 
trees among the houses when I sit at my desk in room no 3. 
 
Hazy Moon has certain features that initially took me by surprise. On 
Day 2, I had the tap running to wash crockery that had been stored in a 
musty, dusty warehouse for 15 months when a voice sounded in the 
room and made me jump in fright! ‘Perhaps it’s the gas man’, I thought. 
‘He must have called out instead of ringing the bell.’ I went to the door 
but no one was there. Coming back into the room I noticed my kerosene 
stove was showing an error sign so I hurriedly turned it off wondering if 
the ‘voice’ had come from there. When the gas man (who also turned 
out to be responsible for the kerosene stove arrived, I hesitantly 
enquired ‘Does the stove ‘talk’ by any chance?’ ‘Oh yes,’ he said, ‘and 
your gas water heater does too!’  
 
There has been much to get used to, and not just talking appliances, but 2 weeks into life in Hazy Moon I feel a little 
less pressured and am beginning to get back into the life of Hokuei church. This is the busiest time of the year with 
many Christmas outreach events planned for each age group as well as for the church as a whole. There are too many 
to mention them all but I will be inviting people to the following: 

December 6th (Friday):   Ladies’ concert with evangelistic message, tea and cake.  
December 15th (Sunday): Family Christmas – a sushi meal with a handbells performance by a local school 

group and evangelistic message 
December 24th Christmas Eve carol service 

 
For praise and prayer: 

1. Praise for the provision of 101 Hazy Moon and pray for good contact with neighbours – there has been a 
friendly response from those I have met so far.  

2. Pray that the lives of many non Christian Japanese may be touched through Hokuei’s Christmas evangelism. 
3. Pray that new doors of ministry will open up for me both within and without the church.  

 
With love and thanks for your prayers, Miriam 
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