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   With the bishop of Gloucester      

Saturday 28
th

 September – the day of my licensing as a Reader in 

the Church of England had dawned at last. A few hours of retreat 

in Gloucester Cathedral Close were just what were needed to calm 

my churning stomach and jumping mind as I tried to put aside all 

thought of what had to be done before departing for Japan on 

October 8
th

. I and my 6 fellow licensees spent time quietly 

meditating on Psalm 139. As I read this very familiar Psalm over 

and over again, I was impacted by one phrase in particular:  

 

‘I come to the end – I am still with you.’ (Psalm 139:18, NRSV) 

 

As I come to the end of 15 months Home Assignment, how good it 

is to know that change of geographical location, of home, ministry 

and church make no difference whatsoever, to me being with Jesus 

and Him being with me. I may well come to the end of my strength 

or my abilities. Like the Psalmist in Psalm 139, I may never be fully 

able to fathom the wonder of God and I may come to the end of 

my understanding of His ways and purposes. One day I will come 

to the end of life itself but none of these will ever separate me 

from His love and presence. 

 

Endings are also, of course, beginnings. And with most of the packing done and farewells over, I can now 

look forward to the new term of service with OMF and Hokuei church. I have felt the loving support of St 

Philip and St James, Hucclecote and Brunswick Baptist church, (my two main supporting churches in 

Gloucester) the past 2 Sundays, and am also very thankful for the continuing support of many other friends 

far and wide, some of whom I have got to know for the first time in recent months.    

 

It will be a long journey of about 25 hours back to Sapporo. I arrive on October 9
th

 and will stay at our OMF 

Guest home about 15 minutes drive from Hokuei church.  Flat hunting starts with a meeting with an 

estate agent on Thursday 10
th

.  I am praying for somewhere near to the church – quiet, if possible with a 

little view (I shall miss the lovely restful green view I have from my flat in Gloucester) and, above all, where 

I do not need to do snow shovelling in the long Sapporo winters! In my last flat I never got to know any 

neighbours in the block. It would be great to do so this time especially as one of my ministry aims will be 

‘friendship evangelism’ or seeking to introduce people to Jesus through friendship.   

 

There is little fixed in the programme till the end of October and a pastors’ and missionaries’ conference in 

South Hokkaido (29
th

-31
st

). However, moving and catching up with church friends and other contacts will 

undoubtedly occupy most of the month. I appreciate your prayers for the potentially unsettling period 

ahead.  

With love and thanks for your prayers,  

Miriam 
 

 


